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Tins  PRIZE  WINNING  PHOTO  TAKEN  BY  15  YEAR  OLD  JOSEPH  BOOTH  WAS  TAKEN  AT  EVERET'P  HIGH  OLYMPIC  DAY. 
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WHY  CODE  ENFORCEMENT  FAILS 


by  John  Mason 

If  your  toilet  doesn't  flush,  or  your 
heater  is  broken , or  your  foundation  is 
collapsing,  don’t  wait  for  a housing 
inspector  to  make  your  landlord  fix  the 
problem.  It  can  take  the  City  five  years  or 
more  to  force  property  owners  to  bring 
their  buildings  up  to  code. 

Most  renters  are  under  the  illusion  that 
housing  inspection  is  all  that’s  needed  to 
takecareofproblemsiniheirbuildings.  In 
fact,  a housing  inspection  is  merely  the 
beginning  a long  and  tedious  process  of 
citations,  hearings,  appeals  and  injunc- 
tions, which  can  last  for  years. 

“People  who  are  familiar  with  the 
process  f ^nd  it  easy  to  siring  it  out,”  admits 
Laurence  Komfield,  Chief  Housing  In- 
.specior. 

The  north  Mission  News  has  recently 
obtained  from  the  Housing  Inspection 
Division  (HID)  a list  of  San  Francisco 
buildings  with  a record  of  prolonged  and 
uncorrec  ted  violations  of  the  housing  code. 
The  list  contains  751  property  addresses 
in  San  Francisco;  of  these,  almost  100  are 
located  in  the  Mission  District. 

(For  the  record,  a similar  list  was  ob- 
tained and  publishedby  the  North  Mission 
News  in  1983  after  legal  action  deter- 
mined that  the  information  was  a matter  of 
public  record.  In  1989,  Brian  Doohan  of 
the  News  tried  to  obtain  an  updated  list, 
but  his  request  was  rejected  on  the  grounds 
of  “confidentiality”.  The  current  list  was 
acquired  after  three  months  of  bureau- 
cratic hassling.) 

In  common  terms,  the  buildings  on  the 
list  might  be  referred  to  as  “condemned", 
but  the  people  at  HID  don’t  like  this  word. 
They  prefer  to  describe  the  properties  as 
“in  abatement”,  which  is  how  they  are 
classified  a year  or  three  after  their  owners 
fail  to  make  the  repairs  dictated  by  the 


housing  inspectors. 

The  list  of  abatement  buildings  reveals 
only  the  most  serious  cases  —there  are 
thousands  of  other  properties  which  have 
been  c iicd  for  violations  but  have  yet  to  be 
referred  to  ihccodeenforcementpeopleat 
HID.  In  practice,  according  to  PeterBums 
of  HID,  it  takes  anywhere  from  two  months 
to  several  years  before  a cited  property 
reaches  abatement  status. 

The  Order  of  Abatement  prescribes 
another  in  a series  of  deadlines  for  the 
owner  to  correct  the  building's  problems; 
if  this  deadline  is  missed,  the  case  is  re- 
ferredtotheCity  Attomcy’sOffice.  While 
this  referral  implies  the  threat  of  legal 
action,  cases  tend  to  get  more  bogged 
down  in  the  attorney’s  office. 

A case  in  point  is  2280  Mission.  This 
case  was  referred  to  the  City  Attorney’s 
Office  in  the  fall  of  1987,  but  has  yet  to  be 
resolved. 

Deputy  Attorney  Mark  Barmore  ad- 
mits that  2280  Mission,  which  he  calls 
“not  the  nicest  property”,  has  been  in  the 
attorney’s  office  for  “a  long  time”.  He 
attributed  the  delay  to  a “service  prob- 
lem”. explaining  that  it  has  been  difficult 
to  serve  orders  to  the  owners,  who  live  in 
Hong  Kong  and  show  little  interest  in 
complying  with  the  local  housing  code. 
The  situation  is  not  unique. 

“We’ve  got  a few  in  the  same  cate- 
gory,” said  Barmore.  “If  people  know 
how  the  game  is  played,  they  can  really 
drag  out  the  process.” 

People  who  know  how  the  game  is 
played  aren’t  even  worried  about  losing. 
At  the  end  of  this  whole  process,  the  worst 
penalty  a judge  can  lay  on  a property 
owner  is  $1,000  or  five  days  in  jail. 

“Code  enforcement  fines  don’t  have  a 
lot  of  teeth,"  admitted  Barmore. 

Another  option  open  to  property  own- 
ers who  have  strung  out  the  process  for  a 


few  years  is  to  sell  their  buildings  just 
before  they  arc  taken  to  court  The  new 
owner  becomes  responsible  for  the  viola- 
tions, and  they  gel  off  clean. 

“We’re  never  after  the  owner,  we’re 
after  the  building,”  explained  Inspector 
Komfeld.  Thus  an  ovmer  who  has  snubbed 
the  housing  code  for  years  can  start  the 
process  all  over  again  with  a new  prop- 
erty. 

Even  with  the  same  property,  owners 


by  Betsy  Randolph 

O n Thursday,  May  16  at  9:30  AM, 
about  50  students  from  Sunshine  High 
School  at  2730  Bryant  Street  staged  a 
“walk  out”.  Boldly  registering  their 
concern  over  the  threatened  closure  of  a 
school  that  represents  their  last  chance  at  a 
worthwhile  diploma,  they  headed  for  the 
S.F.  Board  of  Education  on  Van  Ness. 

The  group  of  young  men  and  women, 
some  with  toddlers  in  tow,  carried  signs 
("Save  My  Mommy’s  School!"  “Teen 
Moms  Need  Sunshine”;  and  Ba'i  Simpson 
saying  “No  Way,  Dude!”  to  budget  cuts) 
and  shouted,  “Save  Sunshine  High!  Save 
Sunshine  High!” 

Faculty  and  students  learned  in  March 
that  Sunshine  was  slated  for  closure  due  to 
cuts  in  the  education  budget. 


can  repeat  the  process.  An  article  in  the 
June  1985  edition  of  the  North  Mission 
News  described  how  Adan  P.  Ramirez 
was  openly  defying  the  housing  code  at 
his  building  on  171  Albion.  At  that  lime, 
Ramirez  illegally  returned  the  basement, 
used  the  backyard  as  a lumberyard  and 
failed  to  correct  a variety  of  code  viola- 
tions at  the  building,  which  one  electrician 
described  as  a "firetrap”. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  8 


Sunshine  High  is  one  of  14  alternative 
high  schools  in  San  Francisco.  By  state 
mandate.  Sunshine  must  accept  students 
who  can’t  maintain  behavior  and/or 
attendance  standards  in  regular  public  high 
schools.  It  is  also  one  of  continuation 
schools  which  admit  students  who  are  over 
18  and  still  want  to  finish  school.  The 
Sunshine  student  body  is  full  of  “the 
habitual  truants,  the  ones  that  don’t  fit  in” 
socially  or  educationally,  explained 
Sunshine  principal  Patrick  Preminger. 

Class  size  at  Sunshine  is  limited  by 
contract  to  22,  instead  of  the  typical  30-40 
students  per  class  in  most  city  schools. 
This  gives  students  the  attention  that  makes 
a difierencc.  If  someone  isn’t  in  class  for 
a few  days,  the  teacher  will  oAcn  call  them 
at  home  to  find  out  what  is  going  on. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 
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SUNSHINE  STUDENTS  LIVEN  UP  24th.  St.  PHOTO  BY  JASON  ALBERTSON 


SUNSHINE 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 

What  makes  Sunshine  truly  unique  is 
its  first  floor,  which  holds  the  T.A.P.  (Teen 
Age  Pregnancy)  program  and  a day  care 
center.  Teen  mothers  can  leave  their 
children  downstairs  in  the  morning  and  still 
go  to  school  — in  the  same  building. 
Pregnant  teens,  and  sometimes  the  fathers, 
take  classes  on  health  and  childbearing. 
Sunshine  is  the  only  high  school  in  San 
Francisco  with  these  services  on-site. 

“We  want  attention.  Sunshine  is  a 
small  school,  but  we  care  for  it,”  explained 
student  body  Vice  President  Bclen  Medina 
who  helped  organize  the  protest. 
“Sunshine  did  a lot  for  me,”  said  Adrian 
Prieto,  a graduating  4-year  senior.  “I 
figure  it  could  do  a lot  for  others.”  At 
Balboa  High,  “I  cut  classes  a lot.  My 
cousin  went  to  Sunshine  so  I decided  to  try 
it.  I started  coming  to  school  every  day,  and 
I made  Honor  Roll.”  Many  students  have 
had  similar  turn-around  experiences  at 
Sunshine. 

“I’ve  been  going  to  Sunshine  for  the 
last  twoyears.lt  changed  my  life,”  said 
Rosalind  Delgado,  a junior  who  is  mother 
of  two.  “It  has  made  me  aware  of  things 
going  on  in  the  world...  The  teachers  here 
care  about  individuals.  They  open  their 
doors  and  pour  out  to  us.  We  learn  without 
even  realizing  it. 

The  students  walked  up  Bryant  to  24th 
and  over  to  Mission  Street  where  they 
boarded  a bus  to  Van  Ness.  At  the  Board 
of  Education,  they  marched  up  the  steps 
and  asked  to  meet  with  Superintendent 
Ramon  (Ray)  Cortines. 

Cortines  was  out  of  town.  Assistant 
Superintendent  for  High  Schools  Hoover 
Liddell,  who  had  been  alerted  to  the 
walk-out  by  Sunshine  principal  Patrick 
Preminger,  invited  the  group  upstairs  to  a 
conference  room.  He  acknowledged  their 
strong  opinions  and  determ  ination  to  voice 
them.  At  the  same  time,  he  gently 
admonished  them  for  being  out  of  school, 
and  encouraged  them  to  return  after  the 
conference. 

For  over  an  hour,  students  expressed 
their  anger  and  frustration,  while  Liddell 
tried  to  explain  the  difficult  position  of  a 
school  district  charged  with  cutting  25 
million  dollars  from  the  budget. 

“When  are  we  going  to  get  the 
education  we  deserve?”  asked  Rosalind 
Delgado.  “We  just  had  a war  that  we  spent 
a lot  of  money  on  — when  arc  we  going  to 
fight  for  our  education?!  You  expea  us  to 
go  back  to  school  today.  Well,  we  also 
expea  a lot  from  the  Board  of  Education 
— and  you  aren’t  giving  it!”  challenged 
Belen  Medina. 

“We’re  already  at  risk,”  she  added. 
“They’re  going  to  put  us  more  at  risk  if  they 
close  down  Sunshine...  Alot  of  the  students 
are  just  going  to  end  up  back  on  the 
streets.”  Rosalind  shook  her  head.  “If  I 
don’t  finish  high  school,  my  babies  aren’t 
going  to  finish  high  school  either.  I am 


their  role  model.  Oosing  Sunshine  will 
not  only  affea  the  students,  but  our  kids, 
loo!" 

Liddell  spoke  at  least  half  the  time,  but 
offered  no  satisfactory  answers.  “It’s  very 
unfortunate,”  he  repeated  over  and  over. 
“We  don’t  want  to  have  to  close  any 
school...”  But  no  amount  of  bureauaatic 
justification  addressed  the  students’  basic 
concern:  how  could  they  face  going  back 
to  the  large,  impersonal  high  schools  that 
had  been  the  site  of  failure  of  most  of  them  ? 

Several  times  students  asked,  “Why 
Sunshine?”  citing  the  unique  features  of 
the  school  - its  small  size,  individual 
attention  and  the  day  care  center  and  “Teen 
Age  Pregnancy”  program  on  the  first  floor. 
“Sunshine  is  the  only  school  in  the  City  that 
provides  child  care  on-site — where  do  you 
propose  we  go  if  Sunshine  is  closed?" 

“Everyone  will  have  a school  to  go 
to,”  proclaimed  the  Assistant 
Superintendent.  This  did  not  reassure  the 
group.  “The  T. A.  P.  program  and  day  care 
will  remain  open”  - but  the  students  would 
have  to  go  elsewhere,  such  as  Downtown 
High,  the  Mission’s  other  alternative  high 
school. 

Sunshine  has  200  students.  According 
to  the  Board  of  Education’s  (and 
presumably  Cortines’)  logic,  closing  a 
small  school  will  have  a small  impact.  But 
the  size  of  Sunshine  is  precisely  what  keeps 
its  students  at  school  and  engaged  in 
meaningful  learning. 

Sunshine  students  are  “the  lowest 
common  denominator  of  those  who  are  still 
bothering  to  go  to  school,”  points  out  Jerry 
Courtney  who  teaches  sociology,  U.S. 


History  and  English  at  Sunshine. 
“Everything  around  them  is  telling  them 
not  to  go...  Maybe  they  have  one  or  two 
kids;  maybe  they  are  living  in  a house 
where  the  parents  aren’t  around  or,  if  they 
are,  they  want  the  kids  to  start  working  and 
bringing  in  money. 

“The  kids  are  very  cynical,”  he 
continues.  “They  have  been  hardened,”  by 
circumstances,  by  where  they  grew  up,  etc. 

Courtney  glum  ly  notes  that  closing  the 
school  did  not  really  come  as  a surprise  to 
the  students.  These  kids  have  been  the 
victims  of  budget  cuts  for  15  years  (j.c  cuts 
in  services  for  learning  disabled  and  at  risk 
kids  in  elementary  school)...  “This  is  one 
more  confirmation  to  them  that  they  don’t 
count.” 

The  mid-May  protest  wasn’t  the  first 
time  students  piped  up.  Students  walked 
out  on  November  30  because  there  had 
been  no  heal  in  the  school  for  3-4  weeks. 
Complaints  had  been  registered  with  the 
Board  of  Education,  who  reported  they 
were  still  waiting  for  a part  for  the 
(antiquated)  furnace  to  come  in.  Cortines 
wrote  a letter  of  apology  to  the  students 
shortly  thereafter,  complimenting  them  for 
expressing  their  grievance.  Heal  was 
restored  in  January. 

Cutting  the  education  budget  is  a 
complex  matter,  politically  and  financially. 
But  some  of  the  math  is  annoyingly  clear. 
The  unique  and  often  catalytic  educational 
experience  at  Sunshine  costs  $545  per 
student.  Closing  Sunshine  would  amount 
to  saving.  $ 109,000  . a figure  that  brings 
to  mind  nickels  and  dimes.  The  “cost”  of 
Sunshine  is  also  an  investment  with  a 


lifetime  return. 

At  press  time,  the  School  Board’s 
seven  members  had  yet  to  vote  on  whether 
or  not  to  close  Sunshine.  There  are  some 
alternatives,  according  to  School  Board 
member  Tom  Ammiano,  who. recently 
spent  some  time  at  the  Stale  Capitol.  There 
is  a $15  millon  reserve  that  San  Francisco 
could  possibly  use,  and  pay  back  to  the 
stale  over  time. 

There  are  also  a few  tax  proposals  in 
the  works,  put  forth  by  the  School  Board, 
Quentin  Kopp  and  Governor  Pete  Wilson. 
The  Board  proposes  a l/4%salcsiax  in  San 
Francisco.  This  locally-  decided, 
locally-levied  tax  would  be  a “sunset  tax”, 
lasting  only  two  years. 

Kopp’s  idea  is  to  “close  the 
corporation  lax  loophole”  left  by  Prop.  13, 
said  Ammiano.  Meanwhile,  Wilson  favors 
a state-wide  tax  to  solve  a variety  of 
funding  problems  (crime,  drugs,  etc.) 
including,  but  not  specifically  targeting, 
education. 

Mission  Task  Force  president  Hilda 
Bernstein  is  concerned  about  Sunshine  and 
the  other  Mission  schools  on  the  chopping 
block:  Balboa  and  Mission  Education 
Center.  Closing  and/or  moving  schools  are 
“quite  irrevocable”  actions.  “Why  go 
ahead  with  them,”  she  asks,  before  all 
possibilities,  such  as  tax  or  access  to  a 
reserve  fund,  arc  exhausted. 
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On  the  last  Tuesday  in  May,  a sharply 
divided  Board  of  Supervisors  passed 
a vacancy  rent  control  ordinance  limiting 
rent  increases  on  apartments  that  change 
hands  to  10  to  14%.  If.  as  is  expected, 
Mayor  Art  Agnos  signs  the  law,  the  Mis- 
sion will  be  in  for  a long  hot  summer  of 
class  conflict  in  their  courts,  streets,  air- 
waves and  mailboxes. 

Supervisor  Harry  Britt  agreed  to  vote 
with  the  five  sponsors  (Ward,  Achienberg, 
Alioto.  Migden,  Shelley)  after  two  of  the 
weakest  provisions  were  amended,  but 
supporters  continued  to  hype  the  legisla- 
tion as  modest,  moderate  and  reasonable  • 
code  words  that  some  tenants  still  believe 
amount  to  “sellout”. 

Even  so,  landlords  and  realtors  have 
vowed  to  challenge  the  embryonic  law  in 
the  courts  and  by  collecting  signatures  to 
force  a November  referendum. 

The  legal  problems  arise  as  a result  of 
the  decision  of  Supervisor  Terence  Halli- 
nan  to  vote  for  the  measure  despite  part 
ownership  of  three  buildings  that  clouded 
his  eligibility  to  do  so,  despite  the  numeri- 
cal unimportance  of  his  vote  and  despite 
appeals  not  to  vote  from  both  the  liberal  and 
conservative  wings  of  the  tenant  move- 


ment. 

Hallinan's  vote  was  varyingly  called  “a 
courageous  act”  in  defiance  of  an  incom- 
prehensible law,  a Machiavellian  pro-land- 
lord ploy  to  delay  rent  reform  in  the  courts 
for  years  and  the  act  of  someone  more 
interested  in  self-publicity  than  in  main- 
taining affordable  housing.  Said  courts 
will  render  the  final  verdict. 

A week  earlier,  a wide  ranging  crowd 
harangued  a Supervisoral  committee  with 
various  tales  of  desperation,  most  speakers 
praising  or  damning  vacancy  control  in 
accordance  with  their  status  as  landlords  or 
tenants. 

Both  landlords  and  some  tenants  who 
want  stronger  legislation  complained  about 
the  hearing  process.  “I’m  outraged  this 
hearing  is  taking  place  during  the  day  when 
working  people  can’t  come,”  said  Stepha- 
nie Hedgecoke  of  the  All  People’s  Con- 
gress. 

Tenants  told  heart-tugging  stories  of 
abuse  and  deprivation  at  the  hands  of  hous- 
ing profiteers  with  aChinaiown  clergyman 
summing  up  these  arguments  by  telling  the 
Board  that  “the  job  of  government  is  to 
bring  forth  justice.” 

Landlords  and  realtors,  on  the  other 


hand,  nredicted  streets  lined  with  aban- 
doned buildings.lower  property  tax  reve- 
nues and  other  dire  scenarios. 

Some  stated  that  they  were  small  busi- 
nesspeople who  would  rather  not  sec  rents 
limited  by  “Medieval  European  terms”  so, 
as  one  claimed,  they  could  donate  more  of 
their  profits  to  charities.  Others  boasted 
that  they  would  charge  illegal  “key  fees”, 
let  their  properties  run  down  or  leave  them 
vacant,  discriminate  against  the  poor,  mi- 
norities and  children  and  take  the  City  to 
court  to  repeal  the  law  and  force  the  taxpay- 
ers to  pay  their  legal  fees. 

Racial  and  sexual  issues  have  already 
been  raised.  During  a panel  discussion 
before  the  Chinese  American  Democratic 
Club  one  white  landlord  boasted  that  if 
vacancy  control  was  passed  he  would  ref- 
use to  rent  his  apartments  to  Asian  families. 


At  the  hearing,  another  speaker  shouted 
“Vacancy  control  is  abusive  legislation 
which  is  being  used  by  gays  to  abuse  the 
rest  of  the  city!” 

So  Mission  residents  may  expect  a long 
hot  summer,  full  of  race-mongering  during 
asimuItaneousMayor’srace  complete  with 
postulating,  posturing  politicos  and...  on 
the  streets...  petitioners,  petitioners,  peti- 
tioners! Since  challenges  may  come  from 
both  sides,  it  is  advisable  that  anybody  read 
any  petition  that  they  are  signing  to  see  if  it 
comes  from  the  landlord  or  tenant  advo- 
cates. 

And  local  postal  workers  are  advised  to 
begin  theirphysical  training  programs  forth- 
with. 

by  Brian  IDoohan 
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I by  Cbrisiian  Eltinger 

f For  two  and  a half  hours  Thursday, 
May  9lh,  Mayor  Agnos  sat  on  the 
Hawthorne  School  stage  and  quietly 
listened  to  the  complaints  of  Mission 
re^dents  at  the  fourth  and  last  public 
hearing  of  the  Mayor’s  Thsk  Force  on  the 
Mission  held  at  the  school  on  825  Shotwcll 
Street. 

The  Mayor  stressed,  both  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  meeting,  that  he 
takes  the  work  of  this  Task  Force  very 
seriously.  He  spoke  of  his  success  in 
improving  the  Tenderloin  by  instituting  a 
task  force  in  that  community.  “With  the 
help  of  suggestions  from  the  community, 
life  in  the  Tenderloin  has  been  improved. 
We  can  do  the  same  thing  in  the  Mission.” 

A couple  hundred  community 
residents  turned  up  at  the  meeting  which 
also  featured  many  city  officials,  including 
newly  elected  BART  Board  member  Jim 
Fang  and  school  board  member  Tom 
Ammiano.  The  familiar  complaints  were 
made  about  the  community;  filthy  streets 
and  sidewalks,  idle  youths,  drugs  and 
crime.  The  most  common  request  was  for 
more  Police  to  patrol  the  neighborhood. 

Much  time  was  taken  up  with  the  issue 
of  whether  translations  of  each  speaker  into 
Spanish  or  English  were  necessary.  In  the 
coqfusion,  one  witnessed  how  problematic 
it  for  a bilingual  community,  like  the 
Mission,  to  express  itself  in  a democratic 
miner. 

Dorothy  Leighton*  Principal  of 
Hawthorne  School,  began  the  meeting  by 
saving.  “Formerly  this  school  and  its 
imbiediate  environs  were  marked  by  drugs, 
crime,  defecation  and  people  sleeping  in 
the  school  yard.  The  community  got 
together  with  local  pobce  and  got  rid  of 
these  problems." 

• The  first  speaker  leveled  a complaint 
at  TTTTT'fflSlBh’TTSdftanSircci^  'saying 
therris  rampant  drinlring  and  drug  taking 
there  and  no  adult  supervision.  “There  are 
no  programs  for  kids  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  the  director  of  the  Center  docs  not  even 
speak  Spanish.” 

. Jack  Becker,  who  owns  an  organ 
business  in  the  neighborhood,  said  he  was 
considering  moving  to  a different 

neighborhood.  “Crime  in  the  Mission  is 
b^d  for  business.  Cars  are  stolen  in  broad 
daylight.  Trees  we  planted  are  ripped  out 
of  the  ground.  My  employees  are  afraid  to 
leave  work  at  night,  the  crime  is  so  bad.” 

A large  contingent  from  the  group 
loner  Mission  Neighbors  showed  up  at  the 
meeting  complaining  largely  about 
garbage  and  crime.  Carol  Goodson 


suggested  that  a proposal  requesting 
money  to  line  Mission  Street  with  palm 
trees  from  17th  to  23rd  Streets  at  a cost  of 
five  thousand  per  palm  tree  would  be  better 
spent  on  education  and  safety.  At  the  end 
of  the  meeting,  Mayor  Agnos  addressed 
this  concern,  saying  the  City  has  yet  to 
approve  this  request  for  palm  trees. 

Joe  and  Thnya  Weber,  residents  of  the 
Mission  for  45  years,  said  "the  Mission  is 
a garbage  pit.  We’ve  given  up  on  these 
younger  folks  and  their  littering  and 
loitering.  We’ve  offered  them  jobs  but 
they  refuse  to  work.” 

Tony  Herrera  of  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  took  a different  view  of  the 
idle  youths.  He  said,  “Seventy  percent  of 
these  families’  income  goes  to  pay  rent  in 
this  neighborhood.  There  is  no  money  left 
to  create  a decent  home  life.  Tliat’s  why 
these  kids  are  out  on  the  street.”  And  he 
reminded  his  listeners,  “an  affordable 
neighborhood  does  not  mean  a run-down 
neighborhood.” 

Ray  Barbar^n  of  Real  Alternatives 
Program  (RAP)  and  a Vietnam  veteran 
read  out  a litany  of  depressing  statistics, 
among  them,  “35  per  cent  of  all  San 
Francisco  teenagers  are  not  in  school,”  and 
then  provided  a little  editorial  saying  “we 
don’t  need  more  Police.  These  kids 
committing  crimes  are  a social  problem. 
They  are  refugees  from  a failed  U.S.  policy 
in  Central  America." 

Roberto  Vargas  of  the  Mayor’s  Gang 
Prevention  Program  complained,  “There 
was  little  notification  about  this  meeting 
for  youths  in  the  community.  The  youths 
should  be  included.”  He  went  on  to 
implore  residents  to  take  the  time  to  work 
with  the  youths  themselves  instead  of 
waiting  for  the  Police  to  solve  the 
community’s  problems. 

John  Barbey,  a resident,  wanted  the 
city  to  help  Mission  residents  buy  their 
own  home  in  an 'effort  to  weaken  negligent 
slumlords’  strangle  hold  over  the 
community. 

But  Charlene  Plescencia,  another 
resident,  worried  that  helping  people  buy 

homes  would  replace  the  neighborhood’s 
famed  spicy  low-income  residents  with 
boring  middle  class  neighbois. 

Lorraine  Lovado  hummed  a more 
optimistic  tune.  She  said,  “the  Task  Force 
and  its  publicity  has  already  brought  more 
Police  to  the  Mission  to  deal  with  the 
crime.” 

At  the  start  of  the  meeting,  the  Mayor 
said  he  would  stay  for  an  hour  but  ended 
up  staying  for  the  meeting’s  entirety  and 
closed  the  meeting  with  these  words.  “To 
demonstrate  my  concern,  I ’ve  stayed  at  this 


meeting  for  two  and  a half  hours,  in  effect 
missing  my  next  meeting.  I take  your 
suggestions  seriously.  Block  by  block 
we’re  working  on  it.  I don’t  sit  here  for  two 
and  a half  hours  for  nothing  - my 
presence,  demonstrates  that  the  work  of 
this  task  force  is  important.” 

After  four  hearings  attended  by  339 
members  of  the  community  at  which  98 
gave  testimony  and  141  filled  out 
questionnaires  about  life  in  the  Mission, 


the  task  force  had  its  first  meeting  on  May 
20,  at  the  Women's  Building. 

Task  force  chair  Hilda  Bernstein, 
President  of  the  Liberty  Hill  Neighb^hood 
Association,  gave  some  reasons  as  to  why 
the  task  force  was  formed.  "There  are 
many  people  who  believe  that  the  Mission 
is  not  getting  its  fair  share  in  money  and 
attention  from  City  Hall.” 

At  the  meeting,  the  task  force  decided 
to  review  and  eventually  publish  the 


Contemporary  d Traditional 
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SALE 

JUNE  13 
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EVERYTHING 


SUMMER 

SALE 


JUNE  27 

30%  OFF 
EVERYTHING 


FURNITURE  NOT  INCLUDED 

since  1973  - the  “BIG  OlVE”  in  the  IVORTH  MISSIOIV 
ui  the  landmark  Redlick  Building 

2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 


* Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

* 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 

* 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95^ 

* Baby  clothes  starting  at  65< 

* Furniture,  toys,  TV’s,  electrical  items, 

kitchenware,  collectibles,  shoes,  dishes, 
bedding  and  more 

* Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

* 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

* Dressing  rooms  provided 

* Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

* Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 
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Spanish  translation  of  the  tenants*  rights 
handbook.  In  1987,  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  was  given  the  responsibiUty 
of  publishing  and  distributing  this 
document,  yet  four  years  later  the 
handbook  has  not  been  published. 
Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  suggested  that, 
by  publishing  and  distributing  the 
translaticm,  the  task  force  can  demonstrate 
to  the  community  its  effectiveness  in 
forcing  the  City  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
Mission  district. 

Gustavo  Raygoza  of  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  said  that  the  handbook  had 
already  been  translated  into  Spanish,  it 
only  remains  for  someone  to  publish  and 
distribute  ten  thousand  copies. 

Hilda  Bernstein,  task  force  chair,  said 
that  by  forcing  the  city  to  pay  for  the 
publication,  “The  task  force  will  be  able  to 
show  the  community  that  it  is  not  a hoax.” 

Victor  Miller  of  the  North  Mission 
News  suggested  immediate  publication  of 
the  booklet,  while  Supervisor  Jim 
Gonzalez  wanted  the  task  force  to  look  the 
translation  over  before  having  it  published. 
Cautiously,  the  Board  voted  in  favor  of 
Gonzalez’s  idea. 

The  task  force  was  then  divided  up 
into  committees: 

1.  The  Business  and  Social  Policy 
Committee  • to  work  on  business 
development  and  unemployment. 
Chairman  ■ Pablo  Wong,  Qiinese  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  Vice  Chair  • Leroy  Looper 
of  Chateau  Agape. 

2.  The  City  Services  and  Public  Safety 


Committee  - Chair  - Mary  Harden 
of  the  South  Mission  Improvement 
Association,  Vice  Chair  Victor  Miller. 

3.  The  Cultural  and  Arts  Promotiai 
Committee  - to  make  sure  the  Mission 
receives  its  fair  share  of  money  for  arts 
projects  from  the  city.  Chair  - Frances 
Philips  of  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  Vice 
Chair  - Mitchell  Salazar  of  the  Real 
Alternatives  Program  (RAP). 

4.  The  Housing  and  Homelessness 
Committee  > to  pursue  building  code 
violations  and  Spanish  language  housing 
rights.  Chair  - Gustavo  Raygoso,  Vice 
Chair  - Vincent  Matarese  of  Inner  Mission 
Neighbors. 

5.  The  Planning  and  Zoning 
Committee  - Chair  - Maryann  Dillon  of  the 
Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation,  Vice  Chair  • Chris  Ahn,  a 
Mission  resident. 

6.  The  Education  and  Recreation 
Committee  ♦ to  improve  park  facilities, 
maintain  schools  and  create  job 
opportunities.  Chair  - Lee  Soto  of  Arriba 
Juntos,  Vice  Chair  - Rita  Alviar  of  the 
Mission  Education  Project. 

Through  these  committees,  the  Task 
Force  hopes  to  avoid  the  baleful  skepticism 
of  one  of  those  who,  attending  a meeting, 
said  “It’s  my  perception  that  City  Hall  is 
using  the  Mission  as  a toilet.  I hope  you 
people  can  be  more  than  a flush.” 

For  more  information  on  committee 
meetings,  call  Lisa  Hamburger  at 
864-6432. 
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BEST  STEAK 
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IN  THE  MISSION 
ONLY  $3.50 


SALTADITO  (Steak.  Onions.  Rice  & Beans) 4.75 

STEAK  & CHICKEN  TACO 2.00 

CHARCOAL  BROILED  HAMBURGERS 3.25 

CHEESEBURGERS 3.50 

GUACAMOLE  BURGER 3.75 

FAJITAS  (STEAK  OR  CHICKEN) 4.OO 

SHIS  KEBAK  STEAK  OR  CHICKEN 4 75 

(with  rice  and  beans) 


STEAK  BURRITOS 3.00 

VEGETARIAN  BURRITOS 3.00 

CHICKEN  BURRITO 3.00 

RICE,  BEANS  8t  SALSA 2.00 

QUESADILLAS  (2) 1.50 

WE’LL  SEE  YOU  SOON! 
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SAN  FRANCISCO’S  FIRST  GAY  LATINO  BAR 
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OPEN 

7 DAYS  A WEEK 

DANCING 


3079  - 16th  Street  • Between  Mission  and  Valencia 


861-5757 
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WHY  CODE  ENFORCEMENT  FAILS 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 

Six  years  later,  Mr.  Ramirez  appears  to 
be  up  to  his  old  tricks.  The  new  HID  list 
shows  that  an  Order  of  Abatement  was 
issued  at  171  Albion  in  August  of  last 
year. 

Officials  at  HID  and  the  attorney’s 
office  maintain  that  the  majority  of  own- 
ers on  the  abatement  list  are  not  flagrant  or 
repeat  offenders. 

"Some  owners  are  well-meaning  but 
incompetent,  some  are  broke.  Only  a few 
are  recalcitrant,"  said  City  Attorney  David 
Fox.  Fox  admitted  that  the  recalcitrant 
minority  knows  how  to  milk  the  system, 
but  he  refused  to  provide  examples  for 
fear  other  property  owners  would  follow 
the  lead. 

Unfortunately,  the  preferred  technique 
for  milking  the  system  seems  no  more 
complicated  than  inaction.  While  the 
process  can  be  lengthened  by  applying  for 
various  permits,  extending  deadlines  and 
appearing  before  appeals  boards,  a prop- 
erty owner  who  does  nothing  can  count  on 
bureaucratic  laxity  fora  few  years  of  worry- 
free  code  violations. 

Thesysiem’ssluggishnessmightmean 
that  your  doorbell  doesn’t  work,  or  that 
you  can’t  use  your  fireplace,  or  that  you 
won’t  have  heat  next  winter. 

Then  again,  it  might  be  deadly.  The 
story  of  the  Gartland  Apartments,  once 
located  on  16lh  and  Valencia,  provides  an 
old  but  tragic  example. 

From  1972  to  1975,  the  owner  of  the 
Ganland,  Beatrice  Present,  was  cited  for 
38  code  violations.  Problems  included  no 
fire  alarms  or  extinguishers,  an  insuffi- 
cient sprinkling  system  and  fire  escapes 
which  had  been  wired  shut.  There  had 
been  five  minor  fires  in  1975  alone. 


A court  date  to  address  these  problems 
had  been  set  for  January  26, 1976.  Unfor- 
tunately the  building,  along  with  its  viola- 
tions and  twenty-five  of  its  occupants, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  December  of 
1975. 

Officials  at  HIDand  the  City  Attorney’s 


Office  claim  that  such  problems  have  been 
corrected.  In  cases  of  life-safety  hazards, 
there  is  an  "emergency  order  process" 
under  which  tenants  in  extremely  danger- 


ous buildings  are  vacated.  Butapplication 
of  this  order,  explained  attorney  Dave 
Fox,  has  been  “extremely  rare”. 

To  speed  up  the  correction  of  less  than 
life-threatening  problems,  the  City  has 
tried  a couple  of  other  approaches. 

The  first  alternative  is  receivership, 
under  which  ownership  responsibility  is 
assigned  to  another  property  manager  who 
is  willing  to  make  the  repairs.  The  legal 
basis  for  receivership  was  developed  by 
Julian  Levi,  Professor  Emeritus  at 
Hastings,  who  advocated  the  model  as  an 
alternative  to  demolition  and  orders  to 
vacate,  both  of  which  have  the  primary 
effect  of  displacing  tenants. 

Fox  said  that  the  receivership  model 
has  been  applied  as  a "pilot  project”  to  a 
property  on  22nd  Street  The  project  has 
been  successful,  and  several  more  proper- 
ties are  being  considered  for  receivership, 
but  one  wonders  how  many  of  the  300- 
400  abatement  cases  in  iheCity  Attorney’s 
Office  will  benefit  from  this  program. 

To  offer  more  immediate  relief,  the 
City  Attorney’s  Office  has  put  together 
the  Code  Enforcement  Task  Force.  The 
program  description  grants  that  "enforce- 
ment of  codes  sometimes  poses  problems 
because  each  is  enforced  by  a separate 
governmental  agency  with  its  own  en- 
forccmeniand  administrative  procedures.” 
In  response  to  this  problem,  the  task  force 
synthesizes  authority  from  a variety  of 
agencies  (housing,  building,  fire,  public 
health,  planning  and  police)  in  an  effort  to 
promote  swift  action  against  multiple-code 
offenders. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  BUSINESS  MACHINES  COMPANY 

3248  SIXTEENTH  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

8 6 4 - 1 5 8 2 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  fit  White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides.  Prints.  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 
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The  Code  Enforcement  Task  Force  is 
targeting  properties  which  are  being  used 
as  crack  houses  and  illegal  auto  shops. 
Fox  says  the  program  has  already  worked 
in  a few  instances.  If  you  want  to  test  the 
powers  of  this  new  group,  try  one  of  these 
numbers:  Drug  Hotline  (553-1600);  Ille- 
gal Auto  Repairs  (558-6260):  Unsanitary 
Conditions  and  Rodent  Infestation  (255- 
3610). 

It  will  be  surprising  if  the  task  force 
confronts  more  common  housing  prob- 
lems. Take  the  27-unit  apartment  build- 
ing at  1476  Valencia.  The  typical  studio 
apartment  in  this  building  suffers  from 
any  number  of  problems:  broken  win- 
dows, failing  healer,  leaky  pipes,  no  air 
vents,  faulty  wiring.  Bathrooms  leak  one 
to  the  other  through  the  ceiling,  at  least 
when  the  water  is  on  (water  service  has 
frequently  been  cut,  without  notice). 

An  inspector  came  to  1476  Valencia 
last  month  and  cited  its  owner,  Mercedes 

Willis,  with  a number  of  violations. 
Tenants  are  hopeful  that  the  problems  will 
be  corrected,  but  they  shouldn't  hold  their 


breaths.  If  Ms.  Willis  is  half  as  nasty  as 
they  claim,  and  if  she  knows  anything 
about  city  bureaucracy,  she’ll  take  her 
own  sweet  lime. 

St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  knows 
better  than  to  wait  for  the  City  to  act.  St. 
Peter’s  (282-8877)  advises  tenants  to  lake 
power  into  their  own  hands  in  the  form  of 
lawsuits  and/or  rent  strikes.  Such  radical 
action  forces  immediate  action. 

Julian  Levi  once  wrote,  “The  enforce- 
ment of  housing  codes,  or  the  failure  to 
enforce  them  - Uus  is  what  instructs  the 
poor  about  the  American  Legal  System, 
it’s  doctrine  and  its  operation.’’  For  those 
in  San  Francisco  who  have  dealt  with 
violations  in  the  housing  code,  it  has  been 
a lesson  in  sluggishness,  incompetence 
and  greed. 


NEXT  MONTH:  THE  MISSION’S 
WORST  BUILDINGS 


REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission 

Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

The  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 
Quality  anti  Value 


CASE  IN  POINT 
165 -171  ALBION 


by  Christian  Ellinger 

On  October  19,  1982,  the  North 
Mission  Association  complained  about 
gross  building  code  violations  at  165-171 
Albion  Street  to  then  Mayor  Feinslein. 
Among  the  violations  were  fire  and  safety 
codes  broken  by  the  housing  of  over  a 
hundred  people  in  a three  story  building 
with  room  enough  for  six  families. 
According  to  the  North  Mission 
Association,  neighbors  fell  harassed  by  the 
overcrowding  and  the  criminal  element 
that  was  living  in  the  building. 

Eight  and  a half  years  later,  the 
building,  owned  by  one  Adan  Ramirez,  is 
still  violating  building  codes  and 
threatening  the  neighbors’  safety. 

According  to  Alex  Bloise,  a neighbor 
who  addressed  the  Mission  Task  Force, 
“For  nine  years,  neighbors  have  worked  to 
shut  this  building  down.  Will  it  take  a loss 
of  life  to  finally  get  some  action  by  the 
city? 

“The  building  threatens  neighbors  by 
being  a fire  danger  and  by  overcrowding  in 
small  rooms.  Some  of  the  tenants  have 
been  involved  in  stabbings,  violence  and 
family  disputes.  They  use  the  neighbors’ 
garages  as  public  toilets  and  the 
overcrowding  of  the  building  results  in  a 
noise  level  that  is  intolerable.” 

Many  of  these  same  complaints  were 
made  in  1982  and  1986,  when  one 
neighbor  said  about  Ramirez,  “I’ve  tried  to 
talk  to  him  several  times,  trying  to  gel  him 
to  understand  how  much  trouble  his  tenants 
make  for  the  rest  of  us.  He  listens  and 
agrees  to  everything  but  does  nothing.  I 
can  see  from  his  bored  expression  he 
couldn’t  care  less.  He’s  only  thinking  of 


those  big  bucks  he  makes  by  exploiting  his 
tenants  and  overcrowding  the  building. 
It’s  pointless  to  reason  with  him.  He’ll  say 
yes  to  everything,  then  do  exactly  what  he 
pleases.” 

On  June  11,  1990,  L.  L.  Litchfield, 
superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection  said,  in  a letter  to  Ramirez,  “I 
hereby  call  for  a hearing  at  which  the 
premises  be  ordered  vacated,  repaired, 
altered  or  demolished."  The  violations 
cited  by  Litchfield  were  a blocked  fire  exit 
and  an  inoperative  fire  alarm  system. 

A hearing  was  held  on  October  29, 
1990  that  addressed  the  violations 
described  by  Litchfield.  According  to  a 
source  in  the  building  inspector’s  office, 
there  were  corrections  made  on  the 
building,  and  it  was  allowed  to  stand. 

But  when  May  of  1991  rolled  around, 
Boise  and  other  neighbors  were  not 
convinced  that  anything  had  been  done  to 
the  building.  Alex  Bloise  decided  to  take 
matters  into  his  own  hands.  He  called  on 
chief  building  inspector  Roland  Hong.  Mr. 
Hong  said  he  could  only  find  one  building 
code  violation,  a blocked  fire  exit. 
According  to  Bloise,  for  Hong  to  find  more 
violations,  he  would  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  a citizen  filing  a 
complaint.  At  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force 
meeting,  Captain  John  Dracco  from  the 
Bureau  of  Fire  Prevention  agreed  to 
inspect  the  building  himself. 

Note:  Recently,  over  thirty  neighbors  of  a 
Haight  Ashbury  hotel  took  its  owner  to 
small  claims  court  and  won  judgements  of 
$5,000  edch  when  the  court  agreed  that  the 
hotel  was  a criminal  den.  Publicity 
generated  by  this  decision  may  be  a source 
of  imitation. 


Why  pay  $15  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 

PICK  UP  Our  Large  1 Item 
Family  Size  Pizza  for  $10.00 

Other  All-Day,  Every  Day  Specials: 

•Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $7.50 

•Regular  Slice  with  Pepporoni  or  Olives 
and  Small  Soda $1,75 

•Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni„.$L75 

Toppings: 

Pepperoni*Mushrooms*Sausage*01ives* 
Anchovies*Onions*Bell  Peppers*Fresh  Garlic 

No  coupon  required*All  prices  include  sales  tax 


Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


FCX)D  TO  GO 

Tacos-Burritos-ChUe  Relleno 
Enchlladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


TRY  OUR  P 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS,  M 
|ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAN^ 


699  Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 
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ARMORY’S  FUTURE  UNCERTAIN 


- by  Victor  Miller 

The  long  delayed  devclopmcni  of 
the  Mission  Armory  located  at  14th  and 
Mission  Streets  has  reached  another 
crossroads.  The  Mission  Armory 
Foundation  (MAF),  a group  of  ten 
nonprofit  agencies,  is  seeking  special 
enabling  legislation  from  the  S.F  Board  of 
Supervisors  that  would  release  $400,000  in 
federalfunds.  Thismoney.alongwiiha  1.4 
million  Urban  Development  Aaion  Grant 
(UDAG).  would  allow  MAF  to  purchase 
the  Armory  from  its  present  owner,  the 
State  of  California,  forSl.5  million. 

The  $400,000  represents  interest  on 
the  UDAG  which  has  been  accruing  since 
1986,  when  these  federal  funds  were 
earmarked  for  use  in  the  Mission  District. 
MAF  will  be  left  with  a balance  of 
$300,000  to  develop  the  rambling  brick 
structure  that  includes  160  rooms,  4 floor 
levels,  a full  basement  and  a drill  court  with 
a 77  foot  ceiling  height  and  a total  of  nearly 
45,000  square  feet  of  open  space. 

Complete  development  of  the  Armory 
building  is  estimated  to  have  a price  tag  of 
$10-15  million,  but  MAF  has  no  definitive 
end  use  proposed  for  the  1.6  acre  site. 

Any  development  of  the  Armory  will 


be  hindered  by  some  very  formidable 
obstacles:  environmental,  financial  and 
legal.  This  explains,  in  part,  why  the 
building  has  stood  nearly  unused  for  15 
years.  Heading  the  list  of  environmental 
problems  is  asbestos  - the  Armory  contains 
huge  amounts  and  estimates  for  its  removal 
range  between  one  and  two  million  dollars. 
Responsibility  for  asbestos  removal  and 
liability  in  any  civil  action  regarding 
asbestos  has  been  the  source  of 
considerable  delay  in  the  final  sale  of  the 
property. 

In  addition  to  asbestos,  there  is  the 
possibility  of  both  lead  and  motor  oil 
toxicity  at  the  site  due  to  the  presence  of  a 
rifle  range  and  motor  pool  during  the 
National  Guard’s  60  year  occupation  of  the 
building. 

Financial  difficulties  also  exist  in  that, 
in  the  five  years  since  federal  UDAG  funds 
were  committed  to  the  project,  no  private 
sector  developer  has  emerged  with  the 
resources  to  get  the  project  underway. 

Tlie  proposal  to  turn  the  Armory  into 
a film  studio  has  been  pursued  with  some 
degree  of  seriousness  for  almost  four  years 
but,  in  that  time,  no  major  anchor  tenant 
has  been  found.  Without  a lease  agreement 
with  an  anchor  tenant,  bank  financing  is 


QUAN  YIN 

HIV+? 

Looking  for  an  alternative  to  Western  drug  therapies? 

\ M j 

Try  a safe,  non-toxic  approach.  Quan  Yin  offers 

acupuncture  and  herbal  treatment  programs  for  men  or 

women  with  HTV. 

THE  CENTER 

CaJI  us  today  for  an  appointment  Medi-Cal  accepted. 

FOR 

CHINESEMEDICINE 

861-4964 

1748  Market  Street  at  Valencia,  SF 

highly  unlikely. 

Developer  J.  Stanley  Mattison  and 
filmmaker  Greg  Snazelle,  who  took  the 
responsibility  for  creating  a film 
production  center  at  the  Armory  and  who 
were  to  have  entered  into  a developmental 
partnership  with  MAF,  have  now  distanced 
themselves  from  the  project.  However, 
Mattison  and  Snazelle  are  both  demanding 
MAF  reimburse  them  for  expenses  they 
have  incurred  in  the  course  of  the  Armory 
project.  These  expenses  could  be  as  high 
as  $300,000  - MAF,  itself,  has  already 
spent  $265,000  in  pre-development  costs. 

One  expense  that  will  have  to  be  met 
before  any  project  begins  is  the  repair  of 
damage  done  by  the  1989  earthquake, 
which  is  estimated  to  be  $100,000. 
AdditionaUy,  the  roof  of  the  drill  court  part 
of  the  building  has  been  leaking  for  nearly 
a decade,  and  will  require  another 
$100,000  in  repairs. 

MAP’S  current  proposal,  a stop  gap 
measure  at  best,  calls  for  development  of 
the  drill  court  area  as  a storage  facility 
which,  if  rented  out  at  thirty  cents  a square 
foot,  would  generate  an  annual  income  of 
$144,000  per  year  if  fully  utilized. 

The  major  legal  obstacle  to  the 


Armory’s  development  is  its  designation  as 
a Historic  Place.  This  means  that  the 
building’s  outer  shell  cannot  be  altered  in 
any  way,  which  further  limits  the  Armory’s 
use  and,  hence,  salability  to  investors. 
Entertainment  uses  for  the  building,  such 
as  those  explored  at  one  lime  by  a French 
theme  park  groupe  called  Planeie  Magique 
would,  of  course,  run  into  problems  with 
City  parking  requirements.  A zoning 
change,  pushed  through  by  MAF  when  the 
film  studio  idea  was  still  hot,  restricts  site 
use  to  film  production  and  would  have  to 
be  changed  for  any  new  Armory  project. 

It  is  under  these  circumstances  and 
conditions  that  MAF  will  lake  title  to  the 
building,  probably  by  the  end  of  August. 
The  question  of  the  Armory’s  ultimate  use, 
which  has  been  asked  repeatedly  since 
1976,  still  remains  unanswered. 

MAF  members  include  Arriba  Juntos, 
Centro  Latino,  Horizons  Unlimited, 
Mission  Community  Legal  Defense, 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association,  Mission  Education  Project, 
Mission  Hiring  Hall,  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation.  Mission 
Language  and  Vocational  School  and 
Mission  Reading  Clinic. 


DANIEL  CREAMERY 

RETAIL  STORE  NOW  OPEN  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 
780  VALENCIA  (AT  19TH  ST.) 

Over  200  Cheeses 


A full  line  of  imported  anT3omestic  cheeses. 

Also  specializing  in  fresh  California  dairy 
products,  eggs,  cream,  milk,  butter 

*Laura  Chenel  s Chevre  *Belfiore  Cheese  Co.  * Sadie  Kendall  Creme  Fraiche 
* Redwood  Hills  Farms  Goat  Products  * Mozzarella  Fresca 

780  VALENCIA  (AT  19TH  ST) 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday  7am  - 7pm 
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REVITALIZING  THE  MIRACLE  MILE 


GUEST  EDITORIAL  BY  RICARDO 
NOGUERA  AND  CHUCK  RUHLIN, 
OF  MEDA. 

In  unveiling  the  first-ever 
pfviializatjnn  Plan  for  Ihr  MlfWilOn  StrCfil 
Commercial  Corridor  on  April  29th, 
representatives  from  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association 
(MEDA)  and  the  Mission  Merchants* 
Association  (MMA)  sent  a strong  message 
to  the  San  Francisco  Community  — that 
the  Mission  Street  Corridor  would  once 
again  become  the  neighborhood 
commercial  center  of  the  City — a revived, 
multi-cultural  “Miracle  Mile”. 

Presented  to  a diverse  group  of  local 
merchants  and  civic  and  community 
leaders  in  a public  workshop,  the  Plan  calls 
for  the  implementation  of  specific  physical 
and  economic  development  projects  over 
the  next  ten  years.  These  projects  can  help 
counter  the  negative  effects  on  the 
community  of  long-standing  municipal 
neglect,  demographic  transition,  poverty 
and  crime.  In  addition,  parties  involved 
(merchants,  residents  and  civic  and 
community  representatives)  use  _ public 
and  private  resources  in  ordei  .o  tackle 
those  problems. 

A major  goal  of  both  types  of  efforts 
highlighted  by  the  Plan  is  to  improve  the 
economic  viability  of  the  Mission  Street 
Commercial  Corridor  while  addressing  the 
physical  and  social  problems  in  the  area. 
MEDA  will  spearhead  efforts  to  improve 
the  physical  and  economic  features  of  the 
Corridor  through  the  development  of 
various  projects.  Projects  include: 

1.  The  Business  Attraction 
Program  (BAP)  will  be  aimed  at  attracting 
destination  retailers  tothe  Corridor  to  serve 
as  anchors  stabilizing  neighborhood 
businesses  and  increasing  local 
employment. 


2.  Safe  and  Accessible  Parking  at 
Bartlett  Garage  on  22nd  Street.  MEDA 
and  MMA  have  combined  efforts  to  ensure 
the  parking  garage  becomes  a safe  and 
accessible  facility  for  merchants,  shoppers 
and  residents.  The  City’s  Parking 
Authority  will  soon  send  out  a Request  for 
Proposal  (RFI’)  which  wiU  call  for  the 
garage  to  be  converted  from  a metered  to 
attended  garage  with  an  assortment  of 
safety  devices  added  including  cameras. 
The  improvements  to  the  Bartlett  Garage 
will  serve  to  foster  an  improved  shopping 
environment  on  Mission  Street,  in  effect, 
addressing  the  safety  and  crime  concerns 
which  in  the  past  have  caused  some 
shoppers  and  merchants  to  avoid  the 
garage. 

3.  Improvements  to  the  Physical 
Appearance  of  the  Mission  Street 
Corridor  are  called  for  in  the  Mission 
Street  Revitalization  Plan.  Aside  from  the 
construction  of  BART  (early  1970s)  and 
the  addition  of  palm  trees  and  colored  tiles 
on  Mission  Street  (between  15th  and  17th 
and  23rd  and  25th  Streets),  there  have  been 
virtually  no  public  space  improvements  on 
Mission  Street  for  over  twenty  years.  The 
Mission  Street  Plan  2001  calls  for 
improvements  which  will  yield  positive 
results;  beautifying  Mission  Street  and 
making  it  a more  pleasant  shopping 
district.  The  Palm  Trees  Project,  tying  in 
the  existing  palm  trees  on  Mission  Street 
surrounding  the  BART  plazas,  will  serve  to 
create  continuity  on  Mission  Street,  adding 
a tropical  flavor  to  the  second  largest 
shopping  district  in  San  Francisco. 
Additional  publicspace  improvements  will 
enhance  the  Corridor  even  further,  creating 
a positive  image  on  Mission  Street  which 
will  instill  pride  and  appreciation  in 
merchants  and  local  residents.  Overall,  the 
public  space  improvements  represent  a 


PANCHITA’S  RESTAURANT 

SALVADOREAN  / MEXICAN  FOOD 

SEAFOOD  OUR  SPECIALTY 

BREAKFAST  -LUNCH  - DINNER 

2 locations  in  the  Mission 

3316  - 17th  St,  / 3091  - I6th  St. 

• OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(4}$)  43J-8852  C4J5)  431-4232 

• Open  Friday,  Saturday  & Sunday  to  3 am 

POLITICS 

LITERATURE 
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COMMUNITY 

LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 

968  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  282-9246 


MISSION  STREET 
COIN  LAUNDRY 

2267  MISSION 

(between  18th  & 19th) 

Mon-Sat  8 am- 8 pm 


We’ll  Wash 
& Fold  It 


65  cenl/$4.50  MINIMUM 

DRY  CLEANING  $2  OFF 
WITH  $10  ORDER 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 

Hours:  Noon  to  9 pm  Daily 

3686  20ih  Street  (at  CUterrero) 
San  f-ranciwo.  C'A  648-0957 


MIRACLE  MILE 

new  image  for  Mission  Street,  a feeling  of 
rebirth. 

4.  The  Mission  Steam  Clean 
Program  will  make  the  corridor  shine. 
This  program,  funded  in  part  by  San 
Francisco  Beautiful,  will  serve  to  address 
the  cleanliness  issue  on  Mission  Street.  In 
fact,  it  will  create  cohesivencss  among 
Mission  Merchants,  resulting  in  a more 
unified  business  corridor.  Working  closely 
with  the  MMA,  the  program  is  sure  to  be  a 
success. 

5.  Confronting  the  Criminal 
Element  on  Mission  Street  . The 
Community  Patrol  Officers’  Program 
(CPOP),  a very  successful  pilot  program 
which  began  in  the  Mission  District  and 
has  since  gone  city-wide,  will  serve  as  the 
focus  of  the  crime  prevention  element  on 
Mission  Street.  This  program  has  enabled 
Mission  Police  Station  to  strengthen  its 
relationship  with  merchants,  shoppers  and 
residents,  resulting  in  a safer,  more 
pleasant  shopping  district.  Additional 
security  measures  will  be  created  to  work 
in  cooperation  with  CPOP. 


NEEDS  A LIFT 

6.  llieater  District  Revitalization, 
another  important  element  of  the  Plan’s 
goal  of  expanding  activity  while  tackling 
safety  issues  involves  efforts  to  revitalize 
the  Theater  District.  At  present,  MEDA  is 
pursuing  some  potentially  promising 
financing  sources  for  the  acquisition  and 
rehabilitation  of  the  Grand  and  Cine  Latino 
theaters.  The  likely  re-emergence  of  the 
Theater  District  as  a lively  night  spot  in  the 
Mission  serves  the  dual  purpose  of 
boosting  economic  activity  and  generating 
the  kind  of  foot  traffic  that  can  effectively 
reduce  street  crime. 

7.  The  Security  Lighting  Rebate 
Program,  which  has  been  sponsored  by 
PG&E,  will  create  incentives  for  business 
owners  to  install  automatic  time  switches 
on  their  storefronts,  thereby  protecting 
their  properties  from  theft  while 
simultaneously  aeating  spaces  conducive 
to  pedestrian  traffic. 

Overall,  the  Plan  embodies  an 
encouraging  and  stimulating  first  step  to 
solving  chronic  physical  and  economic 
problems  plaguing  the  Mission  District 
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all  vitamins  at  a discount 
natural  body  care  products 
homeopathic  remedies 
crystals  a jewelry 
natural  fibre  clothing 
juicers  a housewares 
natural  cleaning  products 
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bulk  section 
over  200  bulk  herbs 
natural  foods  deli 
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macrobiotics 
frozen  foods 
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RAINBOW  GROCERY  inc. 

A COLLECTIVE 

1899  Mission  Street  at  15th  San  Francisco,  CA 
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" FORT  MISSION  " CONTROVERSY 


BY  GRANT  FAULKNER 

IV^ost  people  do  not  want  a police 
station  built  across  the  street  from  their 
home  or  business,  but  if  you  live  on 
Valencia  and  17lh  Street  where  the  crime 
rate  is  very  high,  you  might  welcome  the 
protection.  Neighbors  and  merchants  of 
the  area,  representing  themselves  through 
the  Valencia  and  17th  Street  Coalition,  are 
enthused  that  a new  police  station  might  be 
built  in  their  neighborhood  but  are 
frustrated  by  the  plans  for  the  new  building 
and  by  the  way  the  police  are  conducting 
the  project. 

“We  want  the  new  station  at  all  costs," 
Bob  Brisbane,  Co-Chairman  of  the 
Coalition  said.  “But  we  arc  shaky  about 
the  whole  thing.  We’re  afraid  that  the 
police  are  only  concerned  with  building  a 
new  station  and  don’t  have  the  area  in 
mind.” 

The  existing  Mission  Police  Station, 
located  at  1240  Valencia  Street  near  23rd 
Street,  is  one  of  the  busiest  police  stations 
in  San  Francisco.  The  station,  however,  is 
too  small,  lacks  adequate  facilities  and  is  in 
a state  of  disrepair.  Contemporary  spatial 
standards  require  that  there  should  be  120 
square  feet  per  officer,  meaning  that  the 
police  station  should  be  20,000  square  feet. 
The  station  falls  far  below  this 
requirement,  measuring  only  7,650  square 
feet. 

Furthermore,  the  station  lacks 
adequate  locker  and  restroom  facilities  and 
has  only  one  unisex  shower  in  the  boiler 
room  in  the  basemoit.  The  mechanical 
system  is  inoperable;  there  is  exposed 
wiring  and  deteriorated  plumbing.  The 
station  has  no  report  writing  area,  no 
interview  room,  and  no  training  room  or 
private  area  to  counsel  errant  officers. 
There  is  insufficient  space  for  record 
storage,  no  community  room,  insufficient 
lighting,  no  expansion  capability  and  no 
access  for  the  handicapped.  Parking  is 
virtually  nonexistent,  with  stalls  for  only 
one-third  of  the  assigned  police  vehicles. 

The  police  have  requested  funds  to 
purchase  the  Pepsi  Cola  Bottling  Co. 
buildings  at  17th  Street  and  Valencia. 
They  plan  to  build  a one  or  two  story 
station  with  a new  Juvenile  Bureau  and 
also  renovate  a warehouse  to  provide  the 
Police  Athletic  League  with  an  office  and 
gym.  The  lot  has  a surplus  20,000  square 
feet,  which  the  police  plan  to  sell  to  the 
Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation. 

The  17th  Street  and  Valencia  Coalition 
is  concerned  primarily  with  four  issues:  the 


plans  for  the  building,  parking  problems, 
the  selling  part  of  the  site  to  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation,  and 
the  probable  problems  associated  with  a 
large  gym  where  youth  dances,  basketball 
leagues  and  boxing  would  take  place. 

“The  police  department  presently 
plans  to  build  a concealed  compound,  a 
square  c*ube  of  one  to  two  stories  with  no 
windows,”  said  Steve  Welch, 
Co-Chairman  of  the  17th  and  Valencia 
Street  Coahtion.  “They  want  to  build  it  on 
the  front  part  of  the  lot,  directly  on  the 
comer  of  17th  Street  and  Valencia.  We 
would  like  to  see  them  soften  the  building, 


neighborhood.  The  strategy  for  putting  all 
of  the  parking  on  the  inside  of  the  building 
is  because  parking  is  an  eyesore." 

The  police  station  will  certainly 
reduce  parking  in  the  neighborhood. 
“Parking’s  a huge  problem  now,  but  there 
will  be  more  red  and  white  zones  after  (he 
station  is  built,"  Bob  Brisbane  said.  In 
order  to  alleviate  the  parking  problem,  the 
Coalition  suggests  that  the  building  be  built 
in  the  center  of  the  lot  instead  of  directly 
on  the  comer  of  17th  and  Valencia.  There 
is  already  a parking  lot  at  the  comer,  and  if 
the  building  is  built  further  back,  the 
present  view  and  access  to  light  could  be 
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STEVE  WELCH  IN  FRONT  OF  THE 

SITE  FOR  THE  NEW  POLICE  STATION. 


so  that  it  will  fit  more  into  the 
neighborhood,  and  also  to  build  it  further 
back  on  the  lot  so  that  it  won’t  block  the 
view  going  up  17th  Street. 

Bob  Brisbane  spoke  more  harshly 
about  the  building  plans.  “They  want  to 
build  Fort  Mission,”  he  said.  “They  plan 
to  build  a structure  with  sealed  walls  that 
secures  an  inner  circle  that  will  contain  all 
of  their  cars  and  everything.  1 suppose  that 
this  is  good  for  them  in  terms  of  security  or 
something,  but  it’s  not  pleasing  to  the  eye, 
and  who  wants  a police  station  to  be  a 
fort?" 

According  to  Lieutenant  Tom 
Sottemeir,  a police  spokesperson  for  the 
project,  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  are 
reacting  more  to  speculation  than  to  actual . 
plans.  “We  have  no  fmal  plans  for  the 
building  as  yet.  We  want  to  design  an 
attractive  complement  to  the 


3181  Mission  Street 
550-1686 


Announcing 
A Netv  Copy  Central 

The  Carbon  Alternative  at  3181  Mission  Street,  San 
Francisco,  is  now  Copy  Central.  Parwati  Roy,  the 
manager,  and  her  staff,  are  dedicated  to  excellent  service 
to  all  our  valued  customers. 

Come  see  our  new  Canon  Color  Laser  Copier  and  new 

state  of  the  art  Canon  and  xerox  copiers  and  let  us  show 
you  the  quality  and  service  we  can  provide  with  our  new 
equipment. 

Bring  in  this  ad  and  we'll  give  you  a 20%  discount  on  your 
next  copy  order. 


maintained. 

“The  reason  we  want  to  pul  the 
building  on  the  comer  is  because  it’s  a 
police  station,  and  a police  station  should 
have  prominence,”  Lieutenant  Sottemeir 
said.  “The  building  will  only  be  one, 
possibly  two  stories,  so  I can’t  see  that  it 
will  block  any  view  or  access  to  light." 

People  in  the  neighborhood  feel  that 
the  Police  Department  has  conducted  this 
project  with  little  sensitivity.  Usually  with 
a project  of  this  sort,  questionnaires  are 
sent  out  and  a month  is  provided  for 
responses.  “Only  two  or  three  residents 
received  a questionnaire,  and  they  were 
only  given  a week  to  respond,”  Bri^ane 
said. 

Furthermore,  the  police  flatly  decided 
to  sell  the  surplus  part  of  the  property  to 
Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  (MHDC)  without  offering  it 
for  public  sale.  According  to  Steve  Welch, 


the  block  will  be  sold  at  $5.85  per  square 
foot  less  than  the  police  department  will 
pay  for  it,  causing  a loss  of  $117,000. 

“We  are  selling  it  for  one  million 
dollars,  which  is  exactly  what  we  paid  for 
it,”  Lieutenant  Sottemeir  said.  “And  the 
reason  we’re  selling  it  to  Mission  Housing 
is  because  they  came  forward  first,  no  one 
else  came  forward." 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  actually  only  has  tentative 
plans  to  acquire  the  south  end  of  the  lot. 
They  will  apply  for  funds  from  the  Federal 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD) 
in  July  and  will  not  find  out  if  they  qualify 
for  the  funds  until  late  September. 

Maryann  Dillon  of  MHDC  thinks  that, 
once  the  public  is  educated  about  their 
specific  plans,  they  will  be  pleased.  “They 
are  nervous  about  low  income  housing,  but 
they  haven’t  seen  our  plans  yet.  I think  that 
the  people  who  live  at  Bird  and  Dearborn 
Streets  have  a legitimate  concern  that  some 
monolithic  building  will  be  built,  but  one 
of  our  major  concerns  is  to  respect  the 
lowerdensity  housing  in  the  area.  Wewant 
to  mimic  the  housing  which  is  already 
there.” 

MHDC  hopes  to  build  senior  housing 
specifically  for  the  more  frail,  elderly 
people.  Most  senior  housing  traditionally 
provides  just  living  space  without  any 

programs,  but  they  plan  to  staff  a service 
provider  and  provide  meals.  The  site 
would  support  33  units. 

The  Coalition  prefers  that  the  surplus 
lot  be  offered  for  public  sale. 
“Neighborhood  businessmen  would  like  to 
expand  their  businesses  and  have  an 
opportunity  to  buy  the  lot,”  Steve  Welch 
said.  “If  it  is  sold  privately,  we  feel  that  it 
will  be  better  for  the  neighborhood.” 

The  final  concern  of  the  neighborhood 
is  with  the  gym  the  Police  Athletic  League 
proposes  to  build.  They  plan  to  provide  a 
basketball  league,  boxing  and,  possibly, 
monthly  dances  for  youths  between  six  and 
eighteen.  “We  are  concerned  about  the 
problems  of  young  people  hanging  around 
unsupervised  and  also  about  the  dangers 
caused  by  the  parking  problem,”  said  Steve 
Welch.  “Parents  are  going  to  have  to  drop 
kids  off  in  the  street.” 

The  Coalition  is  unsure  about  the 
course  ofaction  they  should  take.  They  are 
enthused  about  the  possibility  of  a new 
Mission  police  station,  but  afraid  that  they 
could  prevent  it  by  their  complaints. 

“We  have  the  feeling  that,  if  the  group 
puts  too  much  pressure  on  the  police,  they 
will  move  somewhere  else,”  Steve  Welch 
said. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Peter  V.  Rengstorff  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron  R.D.H.  Bryan*  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


Who  says  you  can*t 
go  home  again! 

We’ve  moved  to 
100  Clipper  Street  at  Church 


1,  M. 

Get  apairpfA^stidieis  wiOt  any  i 
cimptcl0rpr 


Same  great  service  and  help 
with  a lot  more  room. 

We  now  rwit  tfme  on  PCs  A 


"...number  one  in 
San  Francisco." 
Bentie  Zilbeijdd, 
Computer  Currertts 


"Recommended 

dealer” 

S.F.  Examiner  A 
Chronicle 


Noe  Valley  Computer 
100  Clipper  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
2.s2--st)un  open  rui.iv  lo  (> 
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The  Revenue  Marine  Service  flag  rippling 
above  the  Tall  Ship,  the  Californian 


Whether  you  are  buying  a home, 
refinancing  or  withdrawing  equity, 
San  Francisco  Federal  can  provide 
a sensible  loan  to  meet  your  financial 
planning  requirements.  For  over  55 
years,  San  Francisco  Federal  has  been 
the  logical  choice  for  home  financing. 
Whatever  your  needs,  and  wherever 
you  are  in  Northern  California,  we've 
got  a solution  for  you. 


FDIC 

INSURED 


The 

Home 

Loan 

Solution. 

FIXED  OR  ADJUSTABLE  MORTGAGE  LOANS 
A variety  of  payment  plans,  teems  and  competitive  interest  rates 
are  available  to  satisfy  your  personal  requirements.  Ask  about 
our  first  and  second  mortgages  and  refinancing  plans 

HOME  EQUITY  CREDIT  LINE 

The  money  you  need  for  emergencies  and  important  purchases 
Is  right  in  your  home.  Once  you  open  a Timely  Access  Credit  Line 
getting  It  is  as  easy  as  writing  a check;  it's  more  than  money. 

Its  peace  of  mind. 

SPECIAL  HOME  BUYERS  PROGRAM 
Our  Navigator  Program  lends  a hand  to  minimize  financial 
obstacles  for  new  homeowners:  as  low  as  5%  down  payment, 
easier  qualifying  standards,  no  savings  reserves  required. 

San 

FRANCISCO 
FEDERAL 

Keeping  Right  On  Course 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800  SF  FED  4U  (1-800-733-3348) 

Loan  offices  near  you:  Capitola,  Carmel,  Fremont,  Modesto,  Oakland,  Sacramento, 
San  Francisco.  San  Jose,  San  Luis  Obispo.  San  Mateo.  Santa  Rosa.  Walnut  Creek. 
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Your  MAGIC  Office  in  San  Francisco! 


I 


We  know  time  is  your  most  valuable  asset  and  you  want  to  make 
the  most  of  it.  THE  ELVES  are  a professional,  fast  and  convenient 
alternative  to  meet  your  particular  office  needs. 

We  work  to  your  specifications,  meet  your  deadlines...  and 
we  are  just  a call  away. 

So,  when  you  need  that  EXTRA  help  . . . call  THE  ELVES! 


V, 


OFFICE 

SUPPORT 

SERVICES 


FULLY  BILINGUAL  SERVICES  (EnglishlSpanish) 


• Secretarial 

• Word  Processing 

• Translations 

• Tape  Transcriptions 

• Resumes 


• Typesetting  / Design 

• Desktop  Publishing 

• Computer  Support 

• FAX 

• Notary  Public 


3376  - 24th  Street  • San  Francisco  CA  94110  • (415)824-4418 

FAX  285-5731 
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The  New  Valencia  Street  Bistro 

Tuesday  - Thursday  8:30a.m.-7:00p.m 
Friday  8:30a.m.-U:00p.m. 

Saturday  9:00a.m.-]  1 :00p.m. 

Sunday  }0:00a.m  -4:00p.m. 

1136  Valencia  • San  Francisco.  CA  94110 


QRAVITY  SPOT 

Cafe  and  Gallery 
"115  • 2S2  • 4271 


BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  GROWN  UPS 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemos  Acerca  dels-e-x-o 
Periodo 

El  lenguafe  de  la  sexualldad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  playthings. 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 

Open  7 days  1 2-6,  Thurs.  1 2-8,  550-0827 


Good  Vibrations 
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NEW  & USED 

Quality  Children’s  Clothing  (0-6x), 
Toys,  Furniture  & Equipment 

WE  BUY  FOR  CASH  OR  TRADE, 
USED  CLOTHING,  TOYS.  FURNITURE 
AND  EQUIPMENT. 


1306  Castro  (at  24th  St.),  Noe  Valley,  SF  641-6192 

Hours:  Mon.-Sat,  10:30-6:00,  Sun.  12:00-5:00 
Buying  Hours:  Mon.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  11:00-1:00  & 2:004:00.  Sat.  by  appointment 


MARC  S.  JANOWITZ 

Attorney 

Workers  Rights  • Tenants  Rights 

819  Eddy  Street  94109 
771-6174 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


SOCIAL  SECURITY 
GETS  THE  BOOT 

by  Brian  Doohan 

The  Social  Security  offices  in  the 
Bayview  Building  at  Mission  and  22nd 
Streets  may  be  uprooted  due  to  recently 
discovered  asbestos  contamination. 

The  office  serves  a wide-ranging 
clientele  living  between  the  Civic  Center 
and  the  Outer  Mission,  many  of  them 
elderly  or  disabled.  According  to  Roberto 
Santis  of  Social  Security,  hundreds  of 
people  pass  through  the  fifth  and  sixth  floor 
offices,  seeking  information  on  theirslatus. 

As  a Federal  agency,  the  office  is 
subject  to  regulations  on  client  and  worker 
safety  handed  down  by  the  General 
Services  Agency  (GSA).  When  asbestos 
was  discovered,  GSA  began  negotiations 
with  the  owners  of  the  9 story  building  to 
abate  the  problem  but,  according  to  Santis, 
no  agreement  was  reached,  nor  does  there 
seem  likely  to  be  one  in  the  near  future. 

In  addition  to  the  bank  on  the  ground 
floor,  the  building  is  home  to  a number  of 
tenants,  including  social  service  agencies 
like  Coleman  Advocates  for  Youth  and  the 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association.  Roberto  Barragan  of  MED  A 
said  that  the  asbestos  problem  on  his  floor 
was  fixed  years  ago,  and  they  do  not  intend 
to  move. 

Ironically,  one  of  the  other  Bayview 
Building  tenants  is  Asbestos  Workers’ 
Local  16.  “Look,”  said  one  of  the  asbestos 
workers  in  the  office,  who  had  been 
unaware  of  the  problem,  “everything’s 
contaminated.  You  get  contaminated 
walking  down  the  street."  When  asked 
about  the  costs  of  full  abatement  he  paused, 
and  then  said  “Expensive.” 

The  building  is  owned  by  the  El 
Camino  Financial  Corporation,  a 
Cupertino  investment  company  whose 


principals  are  Gordon  and  Stanley 
Steindorf.  They  would  not  return  calls 
made  by  the  News  to  hear  their  side  of  the 
story. 

Despite  the  possibility  of  a move, 
Santis  believes  that  visiting  the  Social 
Security  offices  currently  poses  no 
immediate  harm  to  clients.  “From  what 
we’re  able  to  determine,”  he  said,  “there  is 
no  hazard  either  to  clients  or  employees.” 

But  given  the  mandatory 
contamination  standards  of  GSA,  he’s  also 
investigating  a move  to  another  location, 
preferably  in  the  Mission.  “We’re  a public 
contact  office  that  sees  a lot  of  people,”  he 
said.  They’re looldngforanofficeofaboul 
8,000  square  feet,  either  on  the  ground 
floor  or  in  a building  where  access  is  easy 
for  the  elderly  or  disabled. 

The  story  is  circulating  among  real 
estate  interests  that  they  have  already 
sounded  out  locations  in  residential  areas 
and  have  bumped  up  against  angry, 
influential  neighbors  who  are  evidently 
anxious  about  the  possibility  of  long  lines 
of  clients  snaking  through  their  streets  and 
alleys,  wanting  to  know  why  their 
medication  was  cut  off.  One  neighbor, 
who  requested  anonymity,  suggested  that 
sudi  crowds  could  turn  violent  if  projected 
Social  Security  cuts  become  reality.  “They 
can  get  real  mean!” 

Santis  hopes  that  GSA  and  Bayview 
can  come  to  an  agreement,  but  said  “I  can’t 
guarantee  we  wouldn’t  have  to  move.” 

ABUSE  OF  THE  PROCESS 

The  human  tendency  to  deny,  avoid 
or  misunderstand  most  of  the  serious 
challenges  to  individuals  in  oursodety  wtU 
be  exposed  in  Wasting  Time  Worrying 
AbduLtbe  Wrong  Things  by  the  multi- 
media  performance  troupe  Process  on  June 
21st  and  22nd,  8 PM  at  21  Bernice  Street, 
one  of  the  alleys  just  South  of  Market  near 
12th  and  Harrison. 
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GIFTS  OF  THE  GODDESS 

Sacred  Arts,  Crafts,  and  Supplies 
Books*Candles*Incense 


Sacred  Arts 
Candles 
Incense 
Book 

973  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  941 10 
9415)  647-8406 
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Hand-building  and 
wheel-throwing 
classes 
Low-fi  re, 
raku,  and 
high-fire  reduc- 
tion 

Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional 
studio  time 

For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

The  next  series  of  classes 
will  begin  June  24,  1991. 
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The  event  will  feature  live  music, 
video,  performance,  audience  interaction, 
words  and  other  elements,  brewed  up  by 
Phil  Potestio,  Johannes  Mager,  O.  Sanxe, 
Michael  Stocker,  Samantha  Ashe,  Carola 
Baer  and  the  064  group.  Special 
performances  by  “performance  goddess” 
Dee  Russell  and  vocal  word  artist  Whitman 
McGowan  will  be  among  the  highlights. 

For  information  and  reservations,  call 
566-3646  or  863-5946. 

MT.  ZION  CRISIS  CLINIC 

Two  other  developments  were 
bleaker.  By  a narrow  6*5  vote,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  reversed  a plan  to  keep  the 
Mt.  Zion  Crisis  Center  open,  with  the 
probable  result  being  that  hundreds  of 
severely  mentally  ill  people  will  be  taken 
by  the  police  to  S.F.  General  at  19th  and 
Potrero,  where  they  might  be  fortunate 
enough  to  find  help,  but  otherwise  will  be 
turned  away  to  wander  the  neighborhood, 
penniless  and  hallucinating.  Supervisor 
Angela  Alioto,  who  has  spearheaded  the 
movement  to  keep  Mt.  Zion  open  said  “we 
haven’t  given  up  yet”.  The  Board  of 
Supervisors’  Finance  Committee  will 
determine  the  fate  of  Mt.  Zion  and  a letter 
or  two  to  Supervisors  Jim  Gonzalez  and/or 
Kevin  Shelley  who  voted  against  the  clinic 
might  be  in  order. 


LA  CASA  DE  MADRES 

.And  financial  woes  may  also  result 
in  the  cutback  or  closing  of  La  Casa  de 
Madres,  the  Mission’s  shelter  for  battered 
women  and  their  children.  According  to 
directors,  shrinking  contributions 
occasioned  by  the  shrinking  economy  may 
force  the  shelter  to  close  as  early  as  August, 
sending  its  residents  out  into  the  street 
where  the  men  they  have  tried  to  escape 
will  be  waiting  for  them.  They  are 
planning  fundraising  events  and  seeking 
donations  - for  information  call  777-1808. 

HE’S  BACK! 

P addy  Nolan,  the  esteemed  publican 
and  overseer  of  the  Dovre  Club,  either  has 
or  shortly  will  be  released  from  the  hospital 
after  treatment  for  cancer.  It’ll  be  a while 
before  he’s  expected  back  at  his  post,  but 
the  Dovre  staff  say  that  his  recovery  is 
proceeding  at  a fast  clip. 

If  any  Mission  residents  want  to  send 
cards,  condolences  or  other  tokens  of 
appreciation,  bring  them  to  the  Dovre 
Club. 


2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  18th  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Te).  863-3700 
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MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 


Open  Hours:  11:00  am  ■ 8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 
FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 
FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 
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COME  SEE 

OUR  USED  FURNITURE 
STORE 

NEARLY  NEW  AND  LIKE  NEW 
(SomeAntiques) 

23  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
IN  YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

HARRINGTON  BROS 

Furnishings  & Moving 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 

861-7300 

. Reasonable  Prices 
. Everything  for  Home  and  Office 
. We  Move  Furnishings  and 
Office  Equipment 

• Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

• We  Buy  Furniture 


EVA  GARCIA 


The  staff  and  Board  of  Directors  of  Galerla  de  la  Raza  mourn  the 
sudden  passing  of  artist  and  Galeria  staff  member  Eva  Garcia.  Eva 
died  after  a short  illness  on  May  20,  1991  from  complications  due  to 
hepatitis.  During  Eva's  tenure  as  a Gaferia  staffer  she  worked  as 
administrative  assistant,  coordinator  of  services  to  artists  and  in- 
house  calligrapher.  She  also  created  over  25  of  the  galtery  s outdoor 
billboards.  Eva's  personal  work  • a growing  collection  of  large 
portraits  done  in  charcoal  • has  been  included  in  several  Important 
exhibits  and  publications.  Her  first  one  woman  exhibit  Is  scheduled 
for  the  spring  of  1992.  Her  creativity  was  also  expressed  in  her  work 
as  a performance  artist  and  dancer. 

Her  strength,  creativity  and  loving  ways  touched  many  people.  The 
many  expressions  of  loss  from  friends,  children.  Galeria  neighbors, 
and  colleagues  who  knew  and  loved  Eva  Garcia  stand  as  a testimony 
to  her  life.  ' 


VOLKSWAGEN 

HONDA,  BMW.  TOYOTA.  VOLVO.  NISSAN.  PEUGEOT  & DOMESTIC  MODELS 

At  Metropolitan  Motors,  we  stand  behind  our  work.  We’re  owner-operated.  Our  large  facilifty  has 
European-trained  mechanics  - and  we  guarantee  all  our  service  and  repair.  Customer  satisfaction  is 
our  top  priority ! 

863  -2126 

JEAN-PAUL  A LIZ  BARTHE 

METROPOLITAN  MOTORS 

740  Valencia  (between  18th  & 19th  near  bart)  Monday. Friday  7am-6:00pm 


Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


3296  22nd/Volencia 
SF  824-8080 

Open  7davsowee»- 
Mf)n0am-3pm  Tue-F'  0am  11  pm 
Sot-Sun  9 om-11  qt 
Breanfos'  tunchS 
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LIVE  IN 
JUNE 


by  Richard  Reinneccius 


THE  CHOCOLATE  QUARRY 

Rush  over  lo  catch  Stephen  Rappaport 
in  his  latest  one-man-plus-accordion  per- 
formance “The  Chocolate  Quarry”  before 
it  doses  at  Climate  Theatre  June  9ih. 

The  promotion  for  the  show  says  he 
takes  us  “on  a whirlwind  journey  into  the 
chocolate  heart  of  the  earth”.  Well,  I didn’t 
get  thaL  It's  actually  a pretty  quiet,  often 
funny  and  musical,  evocative  description 
of  a person  alone  — at  his  work,  at  his 
attempts  (with  some  successes)  at  personal 
relationships,  at  trying  to  make  sense  of  his 
life. 

Always  worth  seeing,  this  nationally 
recognized  Mission  District  performer 
keeps  on  getting  belter  all  the  lime.  In  the 
opening  scene  in  a frigid  slaughterhouse: 
animal  walks  chute,  man  kills  animal  with 
spike, machineripshidefromcarcass.  Then 
Rappaport,  in  words  and  mime,  describes 
his  job  opening  and  gulling  the  steer  (I  think 
he  left  out  draining  its  blood),  stepping 
inside  for  warmth  and  silence.  The  dead 
animal  gives  him  comfort,  his  fellow  work- 
ers none. 

You  may  not  have  worked  in  a slaugh- 
terhouse, but  you’ll  find  plenty  of  other  life 
situations  he  describes  recognizable  and 


truthful.  And  he  does  end  up  covered  in 
chocolate. 

“Chocolate  Quarry”  (at  Climate  The- 
atre. 252  Ninth  Street  near  Folsom.  (626- 
9196)  is  performed  as  one  of  the  final 
events  of  the  6-week  Earth  Drama  Lab 
Festival , produced  by  Life  on  the  Water  and 
Climate  Theatre. 

LORCA  AT  VIZNAR 

Federico  Garcia  Lorca  stayed  in  Spain 
after  other  writers  and  artists  had  fled  at  the 
outbreak  of  war  between  the  elected  gov- 
ernment and  the  fascist  Falangists  in  1936. 
Within  weeks,  he  was  taken  by  the  Falang- 
ists. detained  and  killed  at  a children’s 
summer  camp  near  Granada,  and  tossed 
into  an  unmarked  grave  with  other  “unde- 
sirables”. 

He  wasn’t  popular  among  oppressors  of 
the  country,  having  written,  among  other 
things.aboutthedreadedCivil  Guard;  “They 
pass  where  they  want/and  they  hide  in  their 
skulls  / a vague  astronomy  / of  shapeless 
pistols.”  He  was  a homosexual  who  had 
“ouied”  himself  in  his  writings,  which  made 
him  doubly  abhorrent  in  Catholic  Spain 
entering  its  dark  time. 


.r  raiico 

RESTAURANT 
AND  NORMA  JEAN  BAR 

The  First  Gay  Latino  Bar  in  Monterey  County 
10639  Merritt,  Castroville  95012 

♦ 

Drag  Shows 

Every  Friday  and  Saturday  Night 

♦ 

Latin  and  Disco  Music 


IN  HONOR  OF  MARILYN  MONROE 
THE  1ST  ARTICHOKE  QUEEN  IN  1947 

Marilyn  Monroe  Hamburger 
Morilyn  Monroe  Drink 
Marilyn  Monroe  Gift  Shop 
Marilyn  Monroe  Breakfast 


Author  Diana  Saenz  has  researched 
Lorca’s  final  days,  and  has  written  a cred- 
ible and  often  moving  drama  of  his  final 
hours  — partially  in  dream  play  flashbacks 

— with  his  cellmates,  a teacher  and  two 
bullfighter-anarchists.  Saenz  also  directed 
the  play  for  the  promising  new  theatre 
ensemble,  Sangre. 

The  script  seems  to  have  more  sub- 
stance than  her  direction  or  the  perform- 
ances allow  us  to  glean.  The  passions  and 
wisdom  of  this  literary  giant  and  the  other 
dedicated  fighters  are  denied  us  by  the  slow 
pacing  of  the  prisoners’  scenes.  Ray  Aven- 
dano  (Lorca),  Durand  Garcia,  Tom  Hardy 
and  Michael  Anduz  didn’t  hit  a rhythm 
together  the  night  I attended. 

Stacie  Ditchek,  though,  is  a delight  as 
artist  Salvador  Dali’s  sister  and  in  other 
roles,  and  Chano  Salas  and  Irma  Oliva- 
Ainsa  are  good  in  multiple  parts.  Claudia 
Rosa  effectively  acis-dances  a madwoman , 
continuously  on  stage  as  Lorca’s(or  Spain’s) 
alter  ego. 

LORCA  plays  at  The  Studio  at  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  1 6th  Street  near  Mission,  861  - 
5079. 

OUT  OF  THE  FRYING  PAN 

When  Broadway,  up  through  the  1940’s, 
really  was  The  Great  White  Way.  there 
were  seemingly  three  types  of  plays:  musi- 
cals. an  occasional  downer  by  Eugene 
O’Neill  or  an  imitator,  and  all  those  fun  but 
dumb  plays  about  actors  trying  to  make  it 

— IT  being  stardom  or  at  least  any  paying 
acting  job. 

“Out  of  the  Frying  Pan”  isn’t  one  of  the 
great  examples  of  the  “making  it”  genre, 
but  it’s  a good  play  for  actors  to  practice 
their  craft,  with  lots  of  semi-slapstick  gags, 
mistaken  identities,generalion-gap  conflicts 

— a sii-com.  The  cast  in  this  Bedini  The- 
atre Project  production  are  learning  their 
craft,  as  they  play  characters  learning  theirs. 
Part  of  the  time  it  works  and  is  good  fun.  but 
“playing”  amateurs  needs  more  consistent 
skill. 

The  company  has  built  quite  a workable 
little  cabaret-type  theatre  out  of  the  back 
room  at  Miz  Brown’s  restaurant  and  bar, 
and  the  evening  is  made  pleasant  by  the 


good  food  and  dnnks  served  beforehand 
and  during  breaks.  The  “lobby”  is  the  bar, 
with  a large-screen  pro  boxing  match  at- 
tracting its  own  crowd  the  night  I attended. 

I look  forward  lo  more  plays  at  this  heart  of 
The  Mission  location.  Miz  Brown’s  Res- 
taurant Theater  is  at  2567  Mission  near 
22nd  Street.  921-2769. 

COMINGS  TO  GOTO 

The  talented  young  experimental  the- 
atre group  The  Fourth  Monkey  Ensemble 
will  perform  the  rarely  done  modem  take 
on  the  biblical  Book  of  Job  — poet  Archi- 
bald MacLeish’s  Pulitzer  Prize  play  “J.B.” 
Directed  by  Dan  Cantrell,  it’s  being  pre- 
sented for  two  weeks  only,  Thursdays 
through  Saturdays.  June  13  to  22  by  the 
Dolores  Street  Community  Center  and  the 
Julian  Theatre. 

J.B.,  a modem  banker-businessman, 
loses  everything,  only  it’s  not  because  of 
junk  bonds,  but  because  God  decides  to  put 
him  to  the  test 

J.B.  at  Dolores  Street  Community 
Center,  700  Dolores  at  15lh  Street,  681- 
7095. 

The  Z Collective  has  done  some  fine 
work  over  the  past  couple  seasons.  OnJune 
24th  they’ll  open  “Goodnight  Desdemona 
(Good  Morning  Juliet)”,  a Shakespeare 
spoof  by  Canadian  Ann-Marie  MacDonald, 
playing  throughJuly  15  on  Fridays  through 
Mondays.  Guesidirecied  by  Amy  Mueller, 
it  features  music  by  Mission  composer 
Candace  Natvig.  Goodnight  Desdemona 
at  New  College  Theatre,  777  Valencia  near 
19th,  666-2317. 

And,  if  you  want  Fun!,  that’s  playing 
here  in  The  Mission  in  June,  too.  “Fun”  is 
a dark  drama  by  James  Bosley,  about  two 
girls  who  slab  an  old  lady  “just  for  fun”, 
after  their  own  early  lives  as  victims  of 
family  abuse.  It’s  being  produced  by  yet 
another  new  theatre  group.  She’s  In  The 
Attic  Productions.  Directed  by  Dawn  Elin 
Fraser,  it  features  some  good  actors,  and 
plays  three  weeksonly, June  I4to  29.  Fun! 
at  Capp  Street  Center,  362  Capp  near  18ih 
Street,  452-3350. 


EYE  CARE 


GLAUCOMA  — SILENT  ROBBER  OF  SIGHT.  PART  II 


How  is  glaucoma  detected? 

A comprehensive  optometric  examina- 
tion will  include  tests  for  glaucoma.  A 
simple  and  painless  procedure  called  ton- 
ometry measures  the  internal  pressure  of 
your  eye.  Your  eyecare  provider  will  also 
look  into  your  eye  to  observe  the  health  of 
the  optic  nerve  and  measure  your  field  of 
vision. 

How  is  glaucoma  treated? 

Glaucoma  is  usually  effectively  treated 
with  prescription  eye  drops  and  medicines. 
In  some  cases,  surgery  may  be  required. 
The  goal  of  the  treatment  is  to  prevent  loss 
of  vision  by  lowering  die  pressure  in  the 
eye. 


Will  my  vision  be  restored  after  treat- 
ment? 

Unfortunately,  any  vision  loss  as  a re- 
sult of  glaucoma  is  usually  permanent  and 
cannot  be  restored.  This  is  why  regular 
preventive  eye  examinations  are  so  impor- 
tant 

Can  glaucoma  be  prevented? 

No,  but  early  detection  and  treatment 
can  control  glaucoma  and  reduce  the 
chances  of  damage  to  the  eye  and  a loss  of 
sight. 

If  you  have  any  additional  questions 
about  glaucomaoranyeyecare  topics,  please 
contact  Dr.  Chester  Quan  at  3199  16lh 
Street  in  San  Francisco,  (241-0240). 


DR.  CHESTER  QUAN  O.D. 

Contact  Lenses  Glasses 


*89‘ 

Daily  Wear 

Bausch  and  Lomb  Sofspin 
Extended  Wear 
Bausch  and  Lomb  04 

$89* 

Single  Vision 
2 pairs 

M89‘ 

Tinted  Opaque 
Change  your  brown  eyes... 
Wesley  Jessen  , 

$129** 

Bifocals  - FT25 
2 pairs 

241-0240 

* Includea;  nton(/FoUw-up  vuii/Neunghudnett  <6.000 

**  Includes;  Qittce  of  fnme  from  our  tpeasl  collection  with  <6.00  D prescription  lenses  .So 

extn  ehsrge  for  pUstic  tnd  overazo 

Dr.  Chester  Qusn,  OD.,  3199  16ih  Strea.  Ssn  Fnncuco 

(Fees  not  vtbd  only  with  coupon  st  time  order) 
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ARTIST  PROFILE  : LILLY  RODRIGUEZ 


A collection  of  Lilly  Rodriguez’s  lat- 
est work  will  be  displayed  starting  on  June 
6th  aiPancho  Villa  Taqueriaai3071  16th 
Street,  between  Mission  and  Valencia. . 

just  couldn’t  do  something  like  this 
X without  going  back  to  history  and 
remaking  it,”  says  Lilly  Rodriguez  re- 
garding her  research  for  her  new  comic 
book.  “Good  Huevos”.  Rodriguez,  who  is 
an  artist,  moved  to  the  Mission  from 
Topeka,  Kansas  in  October  to  pursue  her 
artwork  while  exploring  her  native  Latin 
roots.  Rodriguez’s  father  is  Mexican,  her 
mother  Puerto  Rican. 

Although  she  has  never  lived  in  a city 
before,  she  looks  quite  at  home  in  San 
Francisco.  Shesaidshechosetoliveinthe 
Mission  District  because  of  its  ethnic 
diversity.  The  comic  book  is  one  of  sev- 
eral projects  Rodriguez  is  working  on 
while  pursuing  a Masters  degree  at  the  Art  q 
Institute.  H 

The  comic  strip  features  a gallery  of  2 
unusual  characters  including  an  octopus  5 
woman,  who  is  quiet  yet  perceptive;  a < 
creature  who  is  hau  man,  half  lizard;  an  ^ 
Iron  Woman  and  Our  Lady  of  Guade-  ^ 
lupe  Rodriguez’s  version  of  the  Virgin  ^ 
Mary.  “I  want  to  bring  her  (Virgin  Mary)  S 
back  to  earth,  giver  her  more  credit,  a little  p 
more  power.”  O 

Her  work  combines  history,  social  J 
commentary,  an  and  humor  to  be  read  by 
both  adolescents  and  adults.  She  says  the 
strip  will  not  be  fashioned  after  the  typical 
good  versus  evil  story  line  but  rather  situ- 
ations that  call  for  an  interdependence 
among  characters.  Together  the  charac- 
ters explore  the  meaning  of  “machismo”, 
a term  Rodriguez  feels  has  been  translated 
and  promoted  in  American  culture  as  re- 
flecting a belligerent  “kick  ass”  altitude. 
According  to  Rodriguez,  a more  accurate 
translation  for  the  term  is  “Protective  but 


loving  — paternal  in  a good  sense,”  she 
says. 

The  comic  book,  which  will  be  fin- 
ished by  the  late  summer,  required  hours 
of  research  in  an  attempt  to  reveal  history 


Mission  High  School.  She  would  like  to 
present  art  as  a viable  career  option  for 
students.  She  says  because  of  financial 
circumstances,  many  students  are  discour- 
aged from  considering  art  as  a potential 


Lilly  Rodriguez 


she  feels  has  been  lost  "Did  you  know  the 
yo-yo  was  a Filipino  invention?”  Ro- 
driguez asks.  Her  comic  book  is  an  effort 
to  uncover  what  c ultures  have  contributed 
to  this  country.  “Hopefully,  with  reveal- 
ing this  kind  of  history,  it  will  lessen 
mi.sinformation  that  continues  the  racism 
and  the  ignorance  that  goes  on.” 

When  the  comic  book  is  completed 
Rodriguez  plans  to  student  teach  at  the 


area  of  study.  Rodriguez  concedes  she 
was  fortunate  having  parents  who  were 
supportive  of  her  interest  in  art. 

"Art,  whether  it’s  painting,  music  or 
writing,  is  an  important  form  of  self  ex- 
pression, especially  for  kids  who  have 
trouble  expressing  themselves.”  Ro- 
driguez found  comfort  in  art  as  a young 
child.  “I  always  drew  about  my  prob- 
lems,” she  says,  "It  was  very  therapeutic 


for  me.”  Rodriguez  is  very  concerned 
with  the  crisis  in  California  schools  and 
the  threat  it  poses  to  art  programs.  "You 
don’t  read  a lot  of  good  things  about  our 
youth,”  she  says.  "There  seems  to  be  a 
general  distrust  in  them.  No  one  talks 
about  our  kids  as  being  our  future  any- 
more.” 

At  the  Mission  High  School,  where 
Rodriguez  presently  sits  in  on  classes  from 
time  to  lime,  the  ait  department  presents  a 
multi-cultural  curriculum.  “I  was  really 
expecting  a very  eurocentric  based  art 
perspective  because  that’s  what  I grew  up 
with.”  Instead,  she  found  students  study- 
ing Mestizo,  folk  and  Asian  art 

“Thai’s  one  thing  I noticed  that  was  so 
very  rich  in  the  school.  They  try  with  what 
little  they  have.” 

Rodriguez  is  concerned  that  with  the 
economic  crisis  in  California’s  public 
schools,  “what  little  they  have”  may  be 
even  more  reduced  or  even  eliminated. 
"Education  has  become  secondary  in  our 
society,”  she  says.  She  believes  that  diffi- 
cult economic  limes  may  encourage  new 
thinking.  “Hopefully,  it  will  gel  people  to 
think  about  long  term  goals  and  not  just 
the  short  band  wagon  goals.” 

Rodriguez’s  sense  of  social  responsi- 
bility a'l  community  activism  is  reflected 
in  her  artistic  vision.  While  most  artists 
strive  to  be  pioneer  new  artistic  move- 
ments, Rodriguez  prefers  not  to  alienate 
herself  and  enjoys  work  that  gets  her  in 
touch  with  the  community.  "Individuality 
is  a term  highly  valued  in  our  society  ” 

And  in  San  Francisco,  a city  that  prides 
itself  on  individualism,  Rodriguez  isn’t 
surprised  by  the  disparity  between  the 
haves  and  have  nois.  “We  can’t  afford  to 
be  doing  our  own  thing,”  she  says.  "We 
have  to  be  mutually  dependent” 
by  Sarah  Baker 


at  Club  O,  11th  & Folsom 


June  9: 

HARM 

THE  MEICES 

MINGO  2000 

$4  cover 


June  23 


MONKS  of  DOOM 

FIELD  TRIP 
SIDEWAYS 

$6  Cover 


Doors  at  8pm,  Show  Saturday  at  9 pm  • 21  & over  only 
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TEXAS  FINESSE 


by  Tara  Kramer 

The  Roman  Cowboy  and  Cafe  Da 
Do  Ron  Ron  at  3295  22nd  Street,  two 
restaurants  at  one  locale,  offer  an  eclectic 
blend  of  some  of  the  best  Tex-Mex,  Creole, 
Cajun,  New  Orleans  and,  of  course,  Italian 
cooking  in  the  City.  Lauded  earlier  in 
Sunset  as  well  as  the  local  alternative  press, 
the  restaurant  has  done  nothing  but  get 
ahead  of  its  reviews. 

The  main  reason,  above  any,  is  the 
cuisine.  This  is  the  place  where  the 
resources  go  less  into  room  decorations 
and  more  into  expertly  prepared  dishes 
with  the  freshest  ingredients.  No  detail  is 
spared  to  ensure  that  the  pasta  is 
homemade,  the  catfish  is  shipped  in  fresh 
from  New  Orleans  and  the  daily  specials 
are  determined  by  what  looks  best  from  the 
local  markets.  No  canned  anything  is  used 
in  the  soup  slocks  nor  in  the  salad 
dressings,  made  every  day  on  the  premises. 
Even  the  sausages  are  organic.  Tasting  the 
delicious  prepared  dishes,  it  shows. 

Ron  Horton,  owner  and  chef,  develops 
his  own  recipes,  taking  input  from  his 
staffers,  and  his  regular  and  loyal 
customers,  at  the  still  relatively  new 
establishment. 

The  menu  offers  a delightful 
assortment  of  appetizers,  entrees,  pastas, 
sandwidies  and  desserts.  Prices  are  in  the 
medium  range  for  a restaurant  in  the 
Mission,  from  about  $5.00  for  sandwiches 
to  approximately  $7.50  or  $10.00  for  most 
entrees.  It  is  the  sort  of  establishment 
where  one  might  want  to  take  a good  date. 


and  not  have  to  worry  about  whether  the 
food  will  be  good  enough  nor,  for  that 
matter,  whether  the  service  will  be 
anything  less  than  Nordsirom-quality 
courteous.  The  setting  is  simple  and 
agreeable,  with  floral  touches.  In  honor  of 
this  being  a cowboy  establishment,  a big, 
colorful,  arty-looking  cow  greets  you  as 
you  walk  in. 

For  starters,  we  tried  the  Catfish 


cay.” 

Portuguese  Fisherman’s  Stew  was  a 
harmonious  combination  of  prawns, 
calamari,  mussels,  swordfish  and  fresh 
tuna  in  a Mediterranean  tomato-saffron 
sauce.  Every  seafood  ingredient  was 
cooked  to  an  excellent  consistency,  an 
indication  of  the  stages  and  complexity  of 
the  preparation  and  it  lasted  marvellous. 
Another  recommendation  is  the 


Fingers,  served  with  cocktail  and  tartar 
sauce.  Fried  up  in  a light  commeal  batter, 
faintly  spiced  and  not  a hint  of  grease,  this 
fresh  New  Orleans  catfish  was  clearly  of  a 
first  quality,  si^ificantly  unlike  the  bigger, 
often  smellier,  rubber  catfish  grown 
elsewhere.  It  was  delicious.  I was  not 
aware  I liked  catfish  this  much.  It  was 
plentiful,  with  a good  eight  or  ten  pieces. 
My  companion  said,  “I  could  eat  this  aU 


Sauteed  Chicken  Breast,  served  with 
couscous  and  fresh  green  vegetables, 
attractively  presented  and  neither  too  dry, 
nor  greasy.  The  delicate  dressing  was  light 
and  flavorful.  there  are  actually  a great 
many  chicken  dishes  on  the  menu,  both 
ItaUan  and  regional  American,  and  most 
were  observed  to  be  popular  with  patrois 
here.  The  light  chicken  meat  was  of 
highest  quality  and  perfectly  grilled. 


Pastas  are  also  popular  here,  and 
servings  are  big  enou^  to  satisfy  even  a 
teenage  boy.  According  to  Horton,  the 
most  popular  here  is  the  Chicken  Sc. 
Sausage,  served  on  a curried  champagne 
cream  sauce.  We  tried  this  and  were  not 
disappointed.  The  rufOing,  freshly-made 
pasta,  served  al  denle,  made  a big  in.pacl 
on  the  finely  prepared,  beautifully-colored 
sauce,  seasoned  as  it  was  with  green 
peppers,  mushrooms  and  garlic. 

For  vegetarians,  there  are  excellent 
choices  including  the  Pasta  Inviemo,  with 
winter  vegetables  and  a wine,  cream  and 
cheese  sauce  on  fettucinc,  and  the  lighter, 
even  more  colorful  Pasta  Primadonna, 
which  is  really  a variation  on  pasta 
primavera. 

Sandwiches,  of  Italian,  Cowboy  or 
origins  somewhere  in  between  are  good 
choices  for  lunch,  including  the  Catfish 
Po’boy,  the  Breast  of  Chicken  Sandwich, 
or  even  the  very  good  Grilled  Hamburger. 

We  tried  one  dessert,  the  Flan,  a finely 
made,  super  smooth  and  consistent  creme 
caramel,  served  with  a flourish  of  fresh 
whipped  cream.  It  was  attractively 
presented  and  served  with  a great  deal  of 
pride. 

The  Roman  Cowboy  is  one  restaurant 
clearly  on  the  way  up  as  one  of  the  great 
innovative  restaurants,  not  only  in  the 
Mission,  but  in  the  Qty  as  well.  You  don’t 
need  to  step  out  of  the  Mission  to  enjoy 
some  of  the  best  San  Francisco  has  to  offer. 

♦♦♦♦********:|p;*r 


VINTAGE  CLOTHING 


3162  - 16TH.ST  (NEXTTO  FIREHOUSE  7) 
MON  - SAT  11  AM-7PM 
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863-5706 
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AWARD  FOR 


Thanks  Tons, 
San  Francisco! 


San  Francisco 
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WOMEN’S  CULTURE  KLATCH 


by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

rm  not  sure  what  women’s  culture  is; 

although  it’s  not  just  arts  and  enter- 
tainment. The  word  culture  has  been  a bit 
twisted  in  theU.S.  immigrant  experience. 
After  assimilation  all  we  are  often  left 
with  is  the  term  “cultural  events”;  in  a 
homogenized  society  that  means  opera, 
ballet,  symphony.  In  a diverse  American 
society  it  means  many  cultures,  many 
peoples.  A culture  is  embodied  in  a 
people’s  language,  folk  ways,  oral  tradi- 
tion, spirituality,  social  inter-relationships 
as  well  as  arts. 

Centuries  ago  women  had  a culture 
expressed  in  matriarchal,  agrarian  socie- 
ties. When  urbanization  and  industriali- 
zation (“progress”)  pushed  the  matriar- 
chies aside  to  make  way  for  patriarchal 
structures,  women  became  assimilated. 
This  means  we  lost  most  of  our  cultural 
hera-tages. 

Fragments  of  women’s  culture  have 
survived  through  patriarchal  times  even 
though  it  was  not  valued  as  important. 
These  cultural  bits  and  pieces,  our  heir- 
looms, were  passed  from  generation  to 
generation.  The  knowledge  was  not  rec- 
ognized, appreciated  or  even  allowed;  and 
still  these  precious  remnants  were  passed 
from  woman  to  woman,  modier  to  daugh- 
ter, friend  to  firiend  for  generations. 

Even  as  recently  as  twenty  years  ago, 
our  culture  was  scattered  and  hidden  as 
well  as  relegated  to  the  status  of  dim 
memories,  dusty  artifacts,  lost  treasures. 
The  good  thing  about  assimilation  is  that 
it  never  fully  accomplishes  its  genocidal 
purposes.  Many  women  saved  a little  of 
ourculture.  Theseremnantsbecamesparks 
for  fires  of  cultural  reclamation. 

In  the  past  couple  of  decades  the  daugh- 
ters haveconcenirated  on  Journeys  toward 


woman  self,  re-creations  of  woman  cul- 
ture, creation  of  new  womanvisions.  This 
regenerative  process  was  embodied  in  a 
poster  quote:  our  heroes  died  in  childbirth 
from  peritonitis,  of  overwork,  of  oppres- 
sion, of  bottled  up  rage;  our  geniuses  were 
never  taught  to  read  or  write;  we  must 
discover  a past  adequate  to  our  ambitions; 
we  must  create  a future  adequate  to  our 
needs.” 
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In  order  to  do  this  work,  women  needeo 
to  make  space  for  our  selves.  We  desired 
times  away  from  husbands  and  kids,  safe 
places  away  from  home.  The  title  of  a 
Virginia  Woolf  book  succinctly  set  our 
goal.  We  were  in  search  of  “a  room  of 
one’s  own”.  This  simple  slogan  was  the 
impetus  for  the  creation  of  women’s  rec- 
ord companies,  bookstores,  centers,  stud- 
ies programs,  bars,  music  festivals,  re- 
treats, newspapers.  These  were  places 
women  could  be  without  distraction  or 
interruption. 

It  was  this  slogan,  statement  of  need 
that  was  the  impetus  for  iheestablishment 
of  the  San  Francisco  Women’s  Building. 
A radical  feminist  circle  was  organizing 
the  National  Domestic  Violence  Confer- 
ence. The  search  for  an  affordable  space 
with  childcare  services  was  difficult,  frus- 
trating and  damn  near  impossible. 

This  was  an  unacceptablecircum  stance 
for  the  founders  of  the  San  Francisco 
Women’s  Centers,  Inc.  which  was  birth- 
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ing  such  necessary  services  as  Las  Casa  de 
las  Madres,  the  first  battered  women’s 
shelter  in  the  Bay  Area.  These  women 
said:  okay,  if  we  can’t  rent  an  affordable 
space,  then  let’s  buy  one.  (Never  underes- 
timate the  power  of  a woman.) 

So,  in  1977  or  1978,  a group  of  women 
set  their  hearts  on  realizing  this  dream. 
They  organized  an  enormous  fundraising 
campaign.  Thcyscarchedforabuildingin 
a low  income  area  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
disabled,  elderly,  youth;  to  serve  women, 
lesbians  as  well  as  multi-ethnic,  immi- 
grant, refugee  groups. 

This  was/is  no  small  task.  Women 
have  little  access  to  wealth  and  riches. 
Yet,  we  arc  resourceful.  So  somehow  the 
money  was  raised,  a four  story  building 
was  found  and  bought  and,  in  1979,  its 
doors  opened  to  women  and  the  Mission 
community.  Since  this  beginning  the 
Women’s  Building  has  worked  to  be  a 
vibrant  community  center. 

The  building  rents  to  community 
groups  for  events  (300  seat  auditorium) 
and  meetings  (rooms  with  childcare  avail- 
able). It  houses  women’s  organizations 
(such  as  Options  for  Women  over  Forty, 
Women’s  Foundation,  the  Philharmonic, 
Women  Against  Rape,  Lesbian  Agenda 
for  Action  and  Maestros  por  la  Paz).  The 
staff  sponsors  and  provides  technical  as- 
sistance to  emerging  groups  and  projects 
so  they  can  flourish  (such  as  the  Mother 
Courage  Peace  Tour),  the  staff  also  pro- 
vides information  and  resource  referrals. 

AND  there’s  more...  The  Women’s 
Building  sponsors  its  own  events  and 
projects.  Every  year  around  December, 
there  is  the  Women’s  Arts  and  Crafts  Fair 
which  provides  space  for  women  to  ex- 
hibit and  sell  their  work  as  well  as  the 
opportunity  for  artists  to  perform.  They 
also  organize  events  for  the  annual  Inter- 
national Women’s  Day  and  special  events 
such  as  “Jewish  Women’s  Voices,  peace 
activists  about  war”.  A current,  ongoing 
project  is  the  Women’s  HIV  Support 
Group.  AND,  there’s  even  more  planned 
as  the  Women’s  Building  is  at  a turning 
point  and  will  focus  more  on  program- 
ming. 


If  you  want  some  inspiration,  go  look 
at  the  mural  on  the  front  of  the  building 
(3543  - 18th  Street).  Women  have  a rich 
and  full  cultural  hera-tage  that  has  en- 
duredand  flourished.  And.  weare  making 
room  for  our  selves.  For  more  informa- 
tion call  431-1180. 

QUICK  FLASHES:  The  Domestic  . 
Lesbian  Violence  Program  of  Woman  Inc. 
is  sponsoring  a couple  of  workshops  in 
June  from  their  Lesbian  Relationships 
Workshops  scries.  They  are  entitled 
“Creating  Long  Term  Relationships”  and 
“Building  and  Rebuilding  Trust”.  These 
are  one  day  workshops  whose  format  is  a 
morning  panel  discussion  with  women 
from  the  community  and  an  afternoon 
discussion  with  professional  women  such 
as  therapists.  (These  workshops  are  in 
preparation  for  a July  conference  called 
“Celebrating  Ourselves  — Lesbian  Rela- 
tionships in  the  Nineties”.  Call  Carol 
Newkirk  at  864-4777  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

Even  though  this  is  cheating  some- 
what since  the  event  is  not  in  the  Mission, 
you  should  now  I will  be  reading  poetry  at 
a Different  Light  Bookstore  on  Sunday, 
June  16th,  7:30  PM.  The  topic?  “Direc- 
tion Forward:  Feminism  in  the  Present 
Tense”.  Die  bill  is  shared  with  Cathy 
Coirell.  This  is  your  chance  to  see  what  I 
look  and  sound  like;  and  at  a moment 
when  I am  doing  what  I love  best,  poetry. 

Good  Vibrations  is  sponsoring  a couple 
of  women  only  events  in  June.  On  June 
18th,  women  of  all  preferences  are  invited 
to  an  open  reading,  “Erotic  Reading 
Circle”.  On  June  19,  An  “Exhibitionism 
for  the  Shy”  workshop  (for  S15)  explores 
how  our  physical  appearance  has  defined 
us  and  the  possibilities  of  presenting  our 
sensual,  empowered  selves  to  the  world. 
Facilitator  is  Carol  Queen..  Call5S0-7399 
for  information  andie^st^tion.  ; 

Don’tforget:calIBRAVA!  forWomen 
in  the  Arts  at  641-7657  to  find  out  their 
June  events  in  women’s  theatre.  Call  the 
Marsh  at  Cafe  Beano,  64 1 -0235,  for  infor- 
mation about  any  delightful  women’s 
events  scheduled  for  June. 
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MAELSTROM 

BOOKS 


New  Books  Daily 
Reasonable  Prices 


572  Valencia  St. 
between  16th  & 17th  Sts.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
863-9933 


OUR  HOURS: 
Noon  - 7 
Seven  days  a week 


MISSION  DISTRICT 
CALENDAR 

THURSDAY.  JUNE  6: 

The  Chocolate  Quarry  - solo  performance  by  Stephen  Rapport  contemplates  “the 
bravura  loneliness  of  an  accordion  player  in  his  roiling  descent  into  the  mind  of  a distraught 
man“.  Strange  meditations  inside  cows,  moribund  mounds  of  melting  chocolate  ^d  the 
City’s  official  musical  instrument...  all  at  Climate  Theatre  8 PM  through  9th.  $10-12, 
Extremely  Limited  tickets  at  626-9196. 

Deutschemarks  Uber  Alles  - a documentary  on  the  failure  of  East  Germany  at  New 
CoUege,  777  Valencia.  8 PM.  $4.  695-0936  or  626-  2979. 

Abundant  Fuck  BeneGt  • performance  by  Stephen  O’Dwyer  (who  will  “perform  an 
aspect  of  the  body”  in  public),  Ann  Renee  Rosenkrantz  (reading  memoirs  of  a teenage 
prostitute),  Keith  Hennessy  (new  material  about  death)  and  other  such  at  New  College,  77 
Valencia.  8:30  PM.  $7-15,  also  7th,  821-3668. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  7: 

Viscera!  - group  art  performance,  tableau  and  reception  at  Southern  Exposure.  401 
Alabama  at  17th,  6 PM.  This  exhibition  of  organs  and  bodily  functions  features  a 
“gore-met  banquet’’.  Exhibition  continues  through  29th,  863-2141. 

Nixon  Dances!  - Peggy  Davis  Nixon  and  1 1 unindicted  co-  conspirators  at  Third 
Wave,  3316  24th,  8:30  PM,  also  8th.  Tickets  $10-12, 968-5959.  Friday  night  Dinner  with 
the  dancers  S25,  call  386-0225  by  June  3rd. 

Latin  America  in  Flames  - a bilingual  program  of  poetry  and  music  testifying  to  the 
sexual  and  social  struggle  of  Latin  Americans  featuring  Guatemalan  folksingcr  Silvia 
Galvez,  local  poet  Francisco  X.  Alarcon  and  more  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia  8 PM 
$3-5. 

Street  Smarts  - an  odd  pairing  of  local  poet  Q.  R.  Hand  and  itinerant  journalist  John 
Ross  whose  latest  dispatches  from  Mexican  guerrilla  camps  have  been  published  in  the... 
gasp!...  Chronicle  at  Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia.  10:30  PM,  $4, 558-81 12  or  641-0235. 

Warehouse  Mozart  - The  High  Risk  Group,  Hank  Hyena,  J.  Queen  and  Circus 
Absurdus  rattle  Amadeus’  old  bones  at  1800  Square  Feet,  719  Clementina  near  9th  and 
Folsom.  8:30  PM.  also  8th.  $4-8.773-8706. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  8: 

Mass  Appeal  - the  San  Francisco  City  Chorus  presents  the  Misa  Criolla  by  Ramirez 
and  Lord  Nelson  Mass  by  Haydn  at  Mission  Dolores,  8 PM.  also  Sunday  5 PM  Free 
666-7107. 

Women’s  Video  - “I’ve  Heard  the  Mermaids  Sing’’  sponsored  by  Gay  & Lesbian 
Outreach  to  Elders  at  Francis  of  Assisi,  145  Guerrero,  3 PM,  626-7000. 

Third  Annual  Palestine  Walk  - 10  km  hike  to  fundraise  against  Israeli  occupation 
and  harassment  in  Kuwait.  Multicultural  entertainment.  Stan  10  AM  Mission  Dolores 
Park,  591-9359. 


Gay  Latino  Exhibition  - the  first  visual  arts  show  of  Latino  Gay,  Lesbian  and 
Bisexual  arhsts  is  sponsored  by  Communliy  Alternative  Social  Association  (CASA)  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  2868  Mission.  Participants  are  local  artists  who  wiU  also  sponsor 
a performing  arts  show  on  June  8th  (821-1155  for  more  info)  and  participate  in  a SF 
Museum  of  Modem  Art  show  June  26  - August  25th  and  participate  in  a statewide 
conference  August  2nd  and  3rd.  Tuesdays  through  Sairudays,  2 - 6 PM,  (826-9293  or 
861-4876).  ' 


Mozart  in  the  Andes  - an  eclectic  musical  offering  by  Sukay,  incorporating  European 
classics  with  traditional  South  American  arrangements  at  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  at 
17b.,  Tickets  12- 14, 8 PM,  also  9th  at  7 PM  (621-7797). 


MONDAY,  JUNE  10: 

Vids  for  Kids  - “Alligators  All  Around”,  “Banana.  Banana,  Banana  Slugs”  and  more 
at  Mission  Ubrary,  3359  24ih  (695-5090).  Shows  at  10  and  11  AM  also  IHh  with  extra 
show  at  2 PM  and  a special  program  for  older  (than  6)  kids  including  the  David  Lynchian 
“Chicken  Thing”. 
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TUESDAY,  JUNE  11: 

Chicano  Art:  Resistance  and  Affirmation  - paintings  and  installation  work  by  John 
Valadez  and  Patssi  Valdez  opens  at  Galcria  de  la  Raza/Studio  24  through  July  27th.  2857 
24th  Street,  open  Tuesday  - Saturday  12-6  PM.  826-8009. 


WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  12: 

Free  Music!  - Bone  Cootes  and  the  Living  Wrecks  (they  get  around  this  month). 
Carnival  Art  and,  upstairs.  Young  Miles  Mellough  at  the  Paradise  Lounge,  lllh  and 
Folsom,  10  PM  (621-1911). 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  14: 

Fun!  - a dark  drama  in  which  two  early  tcenaged  girls  stab  an  old  lady  “just  for  fun” 
and  converse  with  a tough  social  worker  and  a sleazy  journalist.  Playwright  James  Bosley 
will  come  over  from  New  York  to  answer  questions  after  the  show.  Thursdays  through 
Saturdays,  8 PM  through  29th  at  Capp  Street  Center,  362  Capp  near  19th,  $8-12 
(452-3350). 

Pussy:  A Theatre  of  Operations  - the  doctors  (Shelley  Cook,  Ester  Amy  Fischer, 
Minette  Lehmann  and  others)  dissect  feminine  topics  including  “abortior,  culinary 
processes,  the  social  embarrassment  of  unexpected  menstruation,  the  feminine  htrilage  of 
male  violence  against  women  and  motherhood”.  S4-6  (flags  and  apple  pie  additional)  at 
Southern  Exposure,  401  Alabama,  8:30  PM  (863-  2141). 

End  of  the  Century  Poets  - Ivan  Arguelles  and  Processed  World  correspondent  D. 
S.  Black  proclaim  “Nihilrealism  lives!”  at  Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia.  10"30  PM,  $4, 
558-8112/641-0235. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  15: 

Gray  Matter  from  Washington  D.C.  isn’t  often  experienced  so  catch  the  band 
tonight  at  Klub  Komotion  along  with  Sawhorse  and  Spitboy.  9 PM,  2779  16th,  $4-5, 
(648-4923). 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  16: 

Tit  Elated  - polymorphously  perverse  readings  from  women  and  people  in  skirts 
including  local  media  stars  Sunah  Cherwin  (Logo  motive),  Roxxie  (Girljock),  Angela 
Bocage,  Kris  Kovic  and  more  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  7 PM,  $3. 


THURSDAY,  JUNE  20: 

J*ilgrlmage  to  the  Forgotten  Waters  - installation  by  Jorge  de  Baca  with  performance 
artist  Crimson  Rose  and  musicians  Charlie  Murphy  and  Jami  Sieber  from  the  great  wet 
Northwest  at  1800  Square  Feet,  719  Clementina  in  the  bowels  of  SOMA.  8 PM  through 
22nd,  no  admission  price  listed...  free?  (255-8510) 


A Whole  Foods 
Restaurant  and 
Natural  Juice 
Bar 

❖ 

Saturday  & 

Sunday  Brunch 

Lunch  & Dinner  Daily 


Dinner 

Sun  - Thurs 
Fri  & Sat 
Brunch 

Sat  & Sunday 


5:30  - 10:00 
5:30-11:00 

10:00-3:00 


VAL 
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995  VALENCIA 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 
821-6622 


FRIDAY,  JUNE  21: 

Beasts  of  Burden  - readings  from  David  (Desert)  Storm,  Warhol  hanger-on  and  author 
of  “Jukebox  Winter”  and  New  York  City’s  Jerome  Washington  whose  “lucid  work 
demystifies  the  processes  of  life  and  empowers  the  disenfranchised”.  Yes,  at  Cafe  Beano, 
10:30  PM,  $4. 

The  Puerto  Rican  Network  wiU  celebrate:  “DIA  DE  SAN  JUAN  BAUTISTA"  at 
their  2nd.  Annual  Cultural  NetworkNite.  Come  and  enjoy  Puerto  Rican  DANCE  - MUSIC 
- POETRY  - FOOD!  8pm-12  Midnite.  THE  WOMEN’S  BUILDING  - 3543-18TH  ST, 
SF.  Tickets:  $8  (advance)  $10  at  the  door.  Children:  $3  (childcare  included) 


rUESDAY,  JUNE  25; 


American  Poets  in  the  Soviet  Union  - prose,  poetry  and  recollections  of  some 
travelling  avanl  gardists  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  8 PM,  Free! 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  26: 

Lesbian/Gay  Movement  and  the  U.S.  Left  - lesbian/gay  contributions  to  progressive 
movements  discussed  by  a four  star  panel  including  a couple  of  politicians  Pat  Norman 
and  Jose  Medina  who  narrowly,  and  unfortunately,  missed  election  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  (hey,  would  anybody  believe  Whlie  Kennedy  or  even  Carole  Migden  rassUn’ 
Kevin  SheUey  over  stuff  like  this?).  7:30  PM  at  the  Women’s  Building,  3543  18th  Street, 
$4-6  (benefits  US  delegation  to  the  Lesbian/Gay  colloquium  in  the  Soviet  Union). 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  27: 

Families  We  Choose  - a reading  and  discussion  of  gay  and  lesbian  concepts  of  kinship 
by  Kath  Weston  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia,  8 PM.  Free! 

Mozart  from  the  Fringe  - the  Dziga  Vertov  Performance  Group  presents  “The  Kiss” 
at  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  through  30th.  8 PM,  $12, 621-7797. 

Bad  Ass  Damn  Dee  Rassell  - doing  her  Bad  Thing  Above  Paradise,  1 1th  and  Folsom, 
10  PM,  $3  with  the  West  Coast  House  Rockers  and  Eden  Everly  below.  f62M91 1) 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  28: 

Milky  Desire  - writcr-in-recovery  Marc  Olmsted  confesses  his  bitter  past  which 
includes  obcessions  (sic)  with  sexy  punk  vampiras,  Demon  Rum,  and  sordid  flights 
between  Tibet  and  Hollywood.  A “spectral,  darkly  grinding  sax/symh”  elevates  this  from 
the  usual  12-step  harangue.  10:30  PM  at  Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia,  $4. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  29: 

More  Mozart  from  the  Fringe  - Li  Chiao-Ping  Dance  & Chopsticks  & Sneakers  at 
'Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  through  30th.  There’s  a Mozart  somewhere  in  there  be 
assured.  8 PM,  $14. 621-7797. 


50  Brady  St.  • S.F.  • 94103 


• Year-Round  classes 

- samba  / afro-brasilian 

- couples  dancing 

- percussion 

For  class  info  call 
(415)863-8291 


' Professional  Dance  Company 

Workshops 

Master  classes 

Lecture  Demonstrations 

Special  Events  / Conventions 

For  Booking  info  call 

(415)661-4798 
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;2ambullete! 

Take  the  plunge 

Puet^td  Ricdh  Network's  Cultural  Nite  II 

lUa  dep^Sain' 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  (415)  677-3721 


lEA  lI^AiFv(iJA  (H aquaria 

Special  Saturday  & Sunday:  MENUDO  — SHRIMP  COCKTAIL 

Best  Burritos  in  Town  ! 


Carnitas 
Carne  Asada 
Tostadas 
Flautas 
Chile  Relleno 


2367  Mission  St.  S.F.  (19  & 20; 
OPEN  10-10 


821-3577 


SISTER  MADALENE 

READER  & ADVISOR 
HAS  THE  POWER  TO  HEAL  BY  PRAYER 
She  advises  on  all  affairs  of  life 
There  is  no  problem  so  great  she  can  not  solve. 
She  has  the  power  to  help  you. 

One  visit  will  convince  you.  will  hft  you 
out  of  sorrow  and  darkness,  and  start  you 
on  the  way  to  success  and  happiness. 

She  also  tells  you  the  meaning  of  dreams. 

Come  see  this  lady  of  hope 

Sister  Madalene 
2319  Mission  St.  near  19th  St. 

550*9362 

//i 


7 No  m 
Appointment 
Needed 

MISS  ISABELLA 

H.,,h.  ^ADER  AND  ADVISOR 

LOME  SEE  THIS  LADY  OF  HOPE  * 


ALMANAC:  The  Summer  of  *91  offi- 
cially begins  on  June  20  at  2:20  PM 
PDT  when  the  Sun  enters  the  tropical  zo- 
diacal sign  of  Cancer.  The  story  going 
around  among  astrologers  world-wide  is 
that  the  summer  is  going  to  be  one  of  the 
hottest  in  the  20lh  Century.  An  artistic 
renaissance  combined  with  a vast  social 
revolution  will  be  birthed  by  the  Baby  Boom 
Generation,  and  this  may  be  the  last  big 
boom  of  the  Baby  Boomers  before  they 
retire  from  the  leadership  scene.  Let’s  call 
it  the  Summer  of  Surrender. 


550-2610 


3l32  21siSl.  Api.  I S.F..CA 
NO  appointment  needed 


ARIES  (MAR  21-APR  19):  Having 
gained  considerable  respect  in  financial 
circles  in  the  community,  you  are  pressured 
this  month  to  divest  yourself  from  the  typi- 
cally wasteful  and  destructive  businesses 
which  you  know,  deep  in  your  heart,  have 
no  future.  Take  a gigantic  risk  by  pushing 
your  resources  to  the  limit.  Invent  a liveli- 
hood ofwhich  you  can  be  proud.  Get  heavy 
into  newspapers,  magazines  and  TV. 
Revolutionize  the  art  of  communication. 

TAURUS  (APR  20-MAY  20):  For  the 
past  six  months  you  have  been  asserting  a 
whole  new  set  of  values  which  seem  to  have 
challenged  old  friends  and  long  time  lov- 
ers. Remember  when  they  literally  told  you 
to  shut  up  and  to  stop  embarrassing  them  in 
front  of  crowds.  As  summer  begins,  the 
wimps  in  your  life  will  stop  challenging 
you  with  theirmyopic  hypocrisy,  and  they’ll 
discover  where  you’ve  been  right  all  along. 
Lead  on,  noble  shaman. 

GEMINI  (MAY  21-JUN  20):  Your 
birthday  celebration  is  bound  to  be  the  start 
of  something  very  big.  so  make  sure  to 
invite  all  the  most  important  people  you 

know.  Especially  include  the  radical  social 
activists  and  the  leaders  of  the  fringe  ele- 
ment in  the  community.  There’s  a move- 
ment boiling  in  your  heart,  a movement 
which  will  prove  very  threatening  to  the 
establishment.  You  no  longer  have  any 
obligations  to  persuade  the  conservative 
crowd.  Raise  hell! 

CANCER  (JUN  2I-JUL  22):  The  first 
three  weeks  of  this  month  may  present  you 
with  intense  emotional  and  psychic  pres- 
sures. When  you  feel  like  you’re  reaching 
the  breaking  point  sit  down,  relax,  breathe 
deeply.  By  the  Solstice  (20th)  events  will 
unfold  just  as  you  expected.  Considering 
the  economic  shifts  which  are  occurring  in 
your  business,  you  are  advised  to  save 
every  penny.  all  your  dependent 

companions  the  time  has  come  for  you  to 
stretch  your  resources. 

LEO  (JUL  23-AUG  22):  Not  one  for 
readily  involving  yourself  in  mass  move- 
ments, the  revolutionary  aspects  of  this 
coming  summer  will  probably  smash  your 
past  and  force  a new  future  down  your 

throat  Youaregeitingolder;othersadmire 

your  strength  even  if  it  seems  like  jealousy 
to  you.  Most  importantly,  don’t  hide  from 
the  social  turmoil  behind  some  hypocritical 
desire  to  stay  young.  Your  experience,  if 
you  can  remember  any  of  it,  is  more  valu- 
able than  new  ideas. 

VIRGO  (AUG  23-SEP  22):  In  the  m idsl 
of  the  confusion,  you’ll  find  yourself  busy 
taking  care  of  the  minute  details  that  every- 
body else  ignores.  Printing  the  flyers, 
keeping  track  of  the  phone  numbers  balanc- 
ing the  checkbook  — revolutions  these 
days  depend  on  your  kind  of  precise  sup- 
port work.  Let  the  more  flamboyant  types 
stand  in  the  limelight  and  take  all  the  ap- 
plause, and  keep  your  personal  needs  sub- 


dued until  you  and  your  lover  are  at  home 
alone.  Make  sense,  make  love. 

LIBRA  (SEP  23-OCT  22):  The  Sum- 
mer 0 ’91  has  a big  move  in  store  for  you. 
You  may.  at  first,  feel  like  you’re  being 
ripped  up  by  the  roots,  having  lived  in  the 
same  place  for  so  long.  But  far-  off  and 
distant  voices  are  calling  you  with  great 
passion.  Don’t  worry  about  what  will 
happen  to  all  your  belongings  as  much  as 
you  wony  about  old  friendships  and  con- 
cerned relatives.  It  is  too  obvious  that  it’s 
time  for  you  to  go  out  on  your  own  again. 
The  future  will  provide. 

SCORPIO  (OCT  23-  NOV  22):  EJeep 
and  powerful  moral  convictions  power  you 
this  summer  with  a self-righteous  attitude 
that  the  crooks  and  criminals  better  take 
seriously.  Such  a strong  position  for  some- 
one who  has  been  so  soft  and  gentle  will 
surely  surprise  those  of  whom  you  have 
been  so  tolerant.  But  now,  the  deal  is  either 
totally  off  or  totally  on.  Just  remember, 

there  isnoreal  truth,  nor  are  thereany  rights 
orwrongs.  Yourpersonalopinionisallthat 

counts. 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV  23-DEC  21): 
Your  companion  gets  so  involved  in  the 
social  activism  of  the  coming  summer  that 
he/she  doesn’t  have  much  time  to  spend 
with  you.  It  would  be  counterrevolutionary 

for  you  to  complain;  make  time  in  your 
schedule  to  attend  the  rallies  and  meetings 
with  your  comrade.  Asweirdasitmay  feel, 
you’re  going  to  find  yourself  in  a position 
of  followership.  But  if  you  put  in  your  time, 
the  rewards  of  intimacy  will  come  later. 

CAPRICORN  (DEC  22-JAN  19):  Eve- 
rybody around  you  has  been  waiting  for 
you  to  make  your  big  move.  There’s  no 
better  time  than  right  now.  Taking  a lead- 
ership role  should  come  naturally  to  you 
and  you  should  be  very  effective  if  you 
maintain  a healthy  respect  for  your  follow- 

eis.  Pushing  to  the  limiisand  bashing  heads 
just  won’t  work;  rigorous  physical  exercise 
is  the  only  way  to  vent  pent-up  anger  and 
aggressiveness.  Organize  your  cadre  effi- 
ciently. 

AQUARIUS  (JAN  20-FEB  18);  Find- 
ing yourself  in  the  midst  of  all  these  young 
kids  emphasizes  the  fact  that  you’re  no 
spring  chicken,  but  it  sure  is  a ton  of  fun. 
Take  this  month  off  to  play  around  with  the 
in-crowd.  The  chance  to  blossom  artisti- 
cally and/or  musically  must  not  be  ignored. 
Your  designs  could  easily  become  the 
bannerhead  forthe  movement  inyourneigh- 
borhood.  PS;  If  you  have  children,  protect 
them  from  mass-  media  propaganda  this 
month. 

PISCES  (FEB  19-MAR20):  You’Uhave 
several  opportunities  this  month  to  host 
radical  social  activists  at  meetings  in  your 
home.  There  is  definitely  an  underground 
or  undercover  aspect  to  your  surreptitious 
dealing  with  the  big-name  leaders  of  the 
movement,  but  as  long  as  you  have  the 
cooperation  of  your  housemates,  yourplace 
will  become  the  clubhouse  for  the  summer. 

PS:  If  you’re  young  enough  to  have  living 
parents,  you  must  convert  them  hastily. 

by  Robert  Cole  and 
Lowell  Williams 

For  more  infonnation  on  astrology,  write 
to:  Robert  Cole,  Astrologer,  P.O.  Box 

884561,  San  Francisco  CA  94188. 


For  more  information  on  astrological 
consultations,  please  write:  Astrologers 
P.O.  Box  88456 1 , San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 88. 
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JARRY’S  KEED 


My  column  for  Iasi  month’s  issue. 

you  may  recall,  was  somewhat  of  a 
departure  from  my  usual  jokes  about  the 
cheesy  odor  of  rancid  sweatsocks.  It  was, 
in  fact,  a brillianl  flight  of  surrealist  fan- 
tasy. a whole  epic  telegraphed  via  extra- 
mundane  imagery  and  liberation  of  the 
written  word  from  plodding  literalism,  a 
prose  poem  such  as  might  be  penned  by  a 
modem  Baudelaire. 

That  was  the  reaction  of  about  half  the 
people  I showed  it  to;  the  other  half  as- 
sumed I’d  had  a complete  mental  break- 
down. Unfortunately,  my  editor  was  in 
the  second  group  — hence  my  master- 
piece appeared  under  the  ignorant  and 
disrespectful  title:  “Say  What?  Huh?”  A 
title  which  reveals  nothing  about  the  col- 
umn, only  the  editor’s  philistine  dense- 
ness. (Umberto  Eco  originally  submitted 
“The  Name  of  the  Rose”  to  be  .serialized  in 
this  paper,  but  withdrew  it  when  the  editor 
retiUed  it  “Monk  Junk”.  He’s  always 
retitling  stuff,  even  the  limericks  on  the 
Picaro’s  bathroom  wall... 

“That  guy  just  doesn  ’ i appreciate  you,” 
Cousin  Mike  says  to  me. 

“Don’t  I know  it.  He  keeps  relitling 
my  limericks.” 

“You  should  go  someplace  where 
people  dfi  appreciate  you.” 

"Say  what?  Huh?" 

He  hands  me  a magazine.  The  cover 
photograph  is  of  an  oversized  human  fool 
sculpted  entirely  from  cheese.  The  name 
of  the  magazine  is  “Le  Fromage”. 

“It’s  all  in  French.”  I tell  him,  flipping 
through  it. 

“I  know.  Check  out  page  27.” 

I open  to  page  27.  Closeupphoioofa 
large  gallic  nose  oozing  greenish  cream 
cheese.  Beside  this,  a column  of  what 
looks  like  reviews,  under  the  heading,  Le 
Underground  American”. 

“Yeah?  So?” 

He  puls  his  finger  on  an  item  two  thirds 
down  the  page.  “Read  that” 

“1  can’t  read  French,”  I say,  but  glanc- 
ing at  the  sea  of  groggy  text  I come  upon 
a familiar  combination  of  letters:  my  own 
name! 

‘‘It’s  a review  of  your  work  for  the 
North  Mission  News.  Here.  I’ll  read  it  to 
you: 

“...  this  pathetic  little  local  rag  is 
distinguished  only  by  the  contributions  of 
Monsieur Frank  Deadbeat,  whoseripened 
feet  the  editor  of  said  rag  is  not  fit  to  kiss 


through  a plastic  bag.  Monsieur  Deadbeat 
excels  like  no  other  American  writer  in 
conveying  iheessence  of  bodily  odors  and 
excretions,  especially  his  own.  Who  can 
forget  his  incomparably  nauseating  evo- 
cations of  the  cheesy  stench  of  rancid 
sweatsocks.  his  rapturous  paeans  to  pus- 
tulence,  his  songs  of  the  swarming  cock- 
roach? Who  can  read  such  drippingly 
viscous  prose  without  a nihilistic  shudder 
of  the  bowel?  Who  can  help  but  bathe  and 
bathe  and  bathe  compulsively  after  such 
intimate  spiritual  contact  with  a writer  so 
redolent  of  literary  genius?  For  truly,  one 
cannot  simply  skim  the  Deadbeat  Col- 
umns, one  must  wallow  in  them... 

"In  his  latest  expectoration  (NMN  May 
1991),  Monsieur  Deadbeat  departs  some- 
what from  his  deceptively  casual  prose 
style  and  treats  us  to  a brillianl  flight  of 
surrealist  fantasy,  a whole  epic  telegraphed 
viaextramundane  imagery  and  liberation 
of  the  written  word  from  plodding  literal- 
ism, aprosc  poem  such  as  might  be  penned 
by  a modem  Baudelaire — and  yet,  revul- 
sion and  disgust  cut  through  the  fragile 
beauty  like  a pitcher  of  week-old  urine  in 
a room  full  of  daffodils.  The  column’s 
imagery  of  sea  snail  ichor,  rectal  itch, 
‘eyeless  termite-headed  larva...  boneless 
polyp  babies...  rat  bones...  crab’s  vagina’ 
— mon  Dieu!  What  writing!” 

“Wow,”  I say,  and  Cousin  Mike  hands 
me  a plane  ticket  to  Paris. 

After  the  plane  lands  I hear  a strange 
drumming  sound,  like  a great  rain  on  the 
fuselage  or  a thousand  heartbeats.  The 
stewardess  informs  me  that  a large  group 
of  my  Parisian  fans  has  gathered  around 
the  plane;  they  are  beating  on  the  hull  with 
their  baguettes.  Autographing  my  warm 
vomit  pouch  for  the  crew,  I emerge  to  a 
chorus  of  cheers.  Hundreds  of  black  be- 
rets sail  into  the  air  as  I remove  my  shoes 
and  socks  and  hurl  them  to  the  crowd. 
Fights  break  out  over  my  crusty  argyles; 
others  in  the  throng  are  shouting  "le  aroma! 
le  nihilism!  le  pustule!” 

“Zey  want  you  to  make  le  Speech,”  the 
stewardess  whispers  behind  me. 

I stand  there  at  the  lop  of  the  stairs, 
wailing  for  silence.  I look  out  over  a sea 
of  black  sunglasses  and  goalees.  I open 
my  mouth — and  realize  I still  don’t  know 
how  to  speak  the  language.  Oops. 

Well,  thank  God  those  baguettes  were 
fresh  or  they  might  have  damaged  the 
fuselage.  I understand  that  several  of  my 
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French  fans  were  sucked  into  the  jets  or 
crushed  under  the  plane’s  wheels  during 
our  hasty  takeoff,  but  my  reputation  in 
France  continues  to  grow  like  the  mould 
on  my  bathroom  ceiling. 

On  my  return,  the  editor  greets  me  with 
a bouquet  of  scowls:  “You’re  not  going  to 
write  another  stupid  flight  of  surrealist 
fantasy,  are  you?  Or  lose  me  advertisers 
with  your  gross  descriptions  of  snot  and 
foot  fungus?" 

Weeping,  farting  noisily.  I embrace 
the  old  curmudgeon  — though  I don’t 
make  any  promises. 

Shucks,  it’s  good  to  be  home. 
(Nexlmonth:  SURREALISM  LIVES!) 
by  Frank  (le  Jarry’s  Keed)  Deadbeat 


Editor: 

Similes  splattered  all  over  the  ptige 
like  blood-drcnchcd  brain  matter  blown 
out  the  back  of  some  deadbeat’s  head. 
Discordant  themes  jangling  like  my  nerves 
after  another  night  of  Better  Living.  You 
want  a Swan  Song,  you  psychotic  sumbilch 
beach  bum?  I’ll  give  you  your  Glass  of 
Nickle’s  worth.  You  toy  with  my  twisted 
psyche  one  more  time,  you  demented 
degenerate.  I’ll  be  all  over  you  like  posters 
on  a pole  in  the  Haight.  Then  VU  steal 
whatever  you  been  using  to  change  your 
channels  with. 

Seriously,  Stumblebec 

PS:  Crabs  don’t  have  vagintis,  idiot. 
Vaginas  have  crabs! 
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10  IK  nCIWE 

We^ve  moved  . 

just  up  the  street  — 
to  a new  expanded  location 
where  we  can  serve  you  better. 

We  will  now  feature  • 

an  original  fine  art  gallery 
focusing  on  the  works  of  Latin  artists. 
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San  Francisco  ■ 826-2321  934  vaiendastchctwccn  20th  &2w) 

Oakland  • 839"5142  3738  Grand  Avc.  (across  from  Safeway) 
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"BAY  AREA’S  BEST  BURRITO " 
- SF  BAY  AREA  GUARDIAN 


TAQUERIA 


open 

daily 

11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

PHONE  431-3351 


3071  —16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


